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Foreword from Saumitra

Dear future Italy student,

I have been doing this work for 14 years. In that time, I have personally counselled more than 2,500

Indian families about studying in Europe, and placed over 200 students at top Italian universities —

Politecnico di Milano, Bologna, Sapienza Rome, Politecnico Torino, Pisa, Padova. I have visited 25+

Italian campuses myself, met admissions officers, professors, and our alumni now working at Ferrari,

Pirelli, ENI, Generali, and dozens of Milan tech startups.

Here is what I have learned: Italy is Europe's best-kept secret for Indian students who want a
world-class education with the lowest total cost in Western Europe. Free or near-free tuition at

public universities. The DSU regional scholarship (free tuition + EUR 5,800 stipend + free dorm).

English-taught Master's programs at every major university. And a quality of life that no other

European country can match.

But here is the harder truth: most Indians do Italy completely wrong. They miss the ISEE certificate

that makes tuition free. They apply too late and miss the DOV (Dichiarazione di Valore) deadline.

They overpay for private universities when public ones are world-class and free. They settle for

whatever university gives them admission instead of choosing strategically.

This guide is everything I wish every Indian student had before they applied to Italy. It is brutally

specific — real university names, exact ISEE thresholds in EUR and INR, the full DOV checklist,

sample emails to Italian admissions, and the 12-month roadmap that has worked for 200+ of our

students.

If you read this guide carefully, you will know more about studying in Italy than 95% of Indian

applicants. If you implement it, you can graduate with a top Italian Master's degree for under INR 10

lakh total — cheaper than most private engineering colleges in India.

And if you want me to personally review your profile, WhatsApp me at +91 99133 33239 or visit

kadamboverseas.com. The first 30 minutes are free, and I take this work personally.

Welcome to Italy. Andiamo. Let us begin.

— Saumitra Rajput

Founder, Kadamb Overseas | Ahmedabad, May 2026



Chapter 1

Why Italy — Europe's Best-Kept Secret

Quick read: Italy hosts approximately 35,000 Indian students — growing 30% year-on-year. Free

public universities + the ISEE hack + DSU scholarship + low cost of living = the cheapest path to

a world-class European degree.

The Five Reasons That Actually Matter

Reason 1: Italian Public Universities Are Effectively FREE for Indians
This is the secret that 90% of Indian students miss. Italian public universities charge tuition based on

your family income, not a flat fee. The lower your declared family income (via the ISEE certificate),

the lower your tuition.

For a typical Indian middle-class family with annual income under INR 8 lakh (€9,000 equivalent in

ISEE), tuition at top public universities like Bologna, Sapienza, Pisa, Padova is completely free or
under EUR 500/year. Even Politecnico di Milano — the #1 engineering school — charges only EUR

0–3,898/year depending on ISEE bracket.

Compare: TU Munich Germany charges flat EUR 4,000/year. Sorbonne France charges EUR

3,879/year (non-EU). UK universities charge GBP 22,000-38,000/year. Italy is the only country in
Europe where tuition can legally be ZERO for Indian students.

Reason 2: The DSU Scholarship — EUR 5,800 + Free Dorm + Free Meals
Every Italian region runs a regional scholarship called DSU (Diritto allo Studio Universitario). It is
open to international students including Indians.

What you get if approved (and 60-70% of Indian applicants with good ISEE get it):

• Tuition: 100% free (even at private universities like Bocconi if you have ISEE proof)

• Cash stipend: EUR 5,800-7,200/year (paid as monthly transfer to your Italian bank)

• Dorm room: Free (university residence) or EUR 1,500/year subsidy if you find your own

• Free meal vouchers at university canteens (lunch + dinner)

• Conservative annual benefit: EUR 12,000-15,000 (INR 11-13.5 lakh)



Reason 3: 18 Italian Universities in QS World Top 500
When parents ask me whether Italian degrees are respected globally, I show them this. Italy has 18

universities in the QS World Top 500 — same league as France and Spain. Here are the elite for

Indians:

University QS 2026 Best For Indians

Politecnico di Milano (PoliMi) #111 Engineering, Architecture, Design

University of Bologna (UniBo) #137 World's oldest, all subjects

Sapienza University of Rome #171 Sciences, Engineering, Medicine

Politecnico di Torino (PoliTo) #252 Mechanical, Automotive Engineering

University of Padova #219 Sciences, Medicine, Engineering

University of Pisa (UniPi) #349 Computer Science, Mathematics

University of Milano-Bicocca #264 Sciences, Economics

Bocconi University Milan Top 10 EU Biz Business, Finance, MBA

University of Trento #371 Computer Science, Cognitive Sciences

University of Naples Federico II #447 Sciences, Engineering

Reason 4: Italian Master's Graduates Earn EUR 28,000-55,000 Starting
I track our alumni salaries every year. Here is what an Indian Master's graduate from an Italian

university earns in the first job out of school:

Field Starting Salary After 5 Years

Software Engineer
(Milan tech, FinTech)

EUR 30-45K EUR 50-75K

Mechanical Engineer
(Ferrari, Pirelli, Magneti Marelli)

EUR 32-42K EUR 55-80K

Designer / Architect
(Milan design houses)

EUR 28-38K EUR 45-70K



Field Starting Salary After 5 Years

Investment Banking
(Mediobanca, UniCredit, Intesa)

EUR 45-65K + bonus EUR 80-130K + bonus

Consulting (McKinsey/BCG/Bain Milan) EUR 55-70K + bonus EUR 110-160K + bonus

Pharma / Biotech
(Chiesi, Menarini, Bracco)

EUR 35-50K EUR 60-90K

A 2-year MS in Italy with DSU scholarship can cost INR 2-5 lakh total (just living costs after

scholarships). A first-year Italian salary of INR 25-40 lakh pays back the entire investment in 2-4
months. Italy gives the highest ROI in Europe for Indian students.



Reason 5: Italian Lifestyle, Culture, and Schengen Access
Cultural fit matters more than people admit. Italians are warm, family-oriented, and food-loving —

culturally closer to Indians than Northern Europeans. Vegetarian food is everywhere. The Indian

community has tripled in the last 5 years.

City Indian Community Why Indians Love It

Milan 20,000+ Largest community, design + finance hub

Rome 15,000+ Capital, Sapienza + Tor Vergata, history

Bologna 8,000+ Student capital, oldest university, vegetarian-friendly

Turin 7,000+ Politecnico Torino, automotive industry

Padova 6,000+ Compact city, top-ranked university

Florence 5,000+ Art, design, fashion, tourism

Naples 4,500+ Cheap living, Federico II university

Pisa 3,500+ Pisa University + Scuola Normale Superiore

Plus: Once you have your Italian student visa (Permesso di Soggiorno), you can travel freely across

all 27 Schengen countries. Weekend trip to Paris on EUR 30 train? Easy. Skiing in Switzerland?

Easy. Beach in Croatia? Easy.

Honest Reality Check

Italy IS the Right Choice If:
• Your family budget is INR 8-15 lakh (lowest in Europe)

• You want engineering, design, business, sciences, or medicine

• You are willing to learn basic Italian (B1 helps, B2 needed for jobs)

• You want a slower, quality-of-life-focused European experience

• You want easy access to all of Europe (Schengen visa)

• You can plan 12-15 months ahead (Italy applications open in November)

Italy is NOT the Right Choice If:
• You want a US-style fast-track tech career (Italy is slower)

• You absolutely refuse to learn any Italian (English-only is harder)



• You need an immediate guaranteed work visa (Italy job market is competitive)

• You want non-stop heavy industry (Germany is better for that)

• You can't handle Italian bureaucracy (paperwork is real)

"Of the 200-plus Indian students I have placed in Italy, about 90% are happy with

the decision after five years. The 10% who regret usually fall into one of two

buckets: refused to learn Italian (so jobs were limited) or chose a private

university unnecessarily when the public option was free."

— Saumitra Rajput



Chapter 2

The 25 Italian Universities Worth Your
Application

Quick read: 75+ public Italian universities accept Indian students, but only about 25 are

realistically worth your time. This chapter ranks them by acceptance rate, English program

availability, and Indian-specific outcomes.

Tier 1: The Elite — Apply if Your CGPA is 8.0+

University QS 2026 Tuition (Low ISEE) Indian Students English MS

Politecnico di Milano #111 EUR 0-3,898 ~2,500 60+ programs

University of Bologna #137 EUR 0-3,000 ~1,800 50+ programs

Sapienza Rome #171 EUR 0-2,924 ~3,200 45+ programs

Politecnico di Torino #252 EUR 0-2,800 ~3,500 35+ programs

Bocconi (Private) Top 10 EU Biz EUR 14,000-16,000 ~600 20+ programs

Tier 2: Strong Alternatives — Apply if CGPA 7.0-8.0

University Tuition (Low ISEE) Strong For Indian Students

University of Padova EUR 0-2,653 Sciences, Medicine, Engineering ~1,200

University of Pisa EUR 0-2,200 CS, Math, Physics ~900

University of Milano-Bicocca EUR 0-3,000 Sciences, Economics, Statistics ~700

University of Trento EUR 0-3,800 CS, Cognitive Science, Engineering ~600

Tor Vergata Rome EUR 0-2,400 Engineering, Economics ~800



University Tuition (Low ISEE) Strong For Indian Students

University of Florence EUR 0-2,500 Architecture, Humanities, Sciences ~500

University of Genoa EUR 0-2,100 Marine Engineering, Naval Architecture ~400

University of Catania EUR 0-1,800 Engineering, Sciences (cheapest) ~300

University of Verona EUR 0-2,800 Business, Computer Science ~400

University of Modena & Reggio EmiliaEUR 0-2,400 Mechatronics, Ferrari connection ~350



Tier 3: Practical Options for 65-70% Marks
If your BTech CGPA is between 6.5-7.0, do not waste applications on PoliMi or Bologna. Apply to

these instead — excellent universities with much better acceptance odds:

University Strength

University of Naples Federico II Engineering, Sciences (huge & easier)

University of Salerno Engineering, easier admission

University of Calabria Cheap region, Engineering

University of Cagliari (Sardinia) Engineering, Sciences

University of Palermo Sicily, low cost, easier admission

University of Brescia Engineering, Mechatronics

University of Bergamo Business, easier admission

University of Pavia Sciences, IUSS partner

University of Parma Food Science, Engineering

University of Perugia Engineering, Pharmacy

Public vs Private — The Decision Framework
Italy has a unique two-tier system: cheap excellent public universities and expensive private

universities. Here is how to decide:

Factor Public University Private (Bocconi/IULM/Cattolica)

Annual Tuition EUR 0-3,900 (with ISEE) EUR 12,000-16,500

DSU Scholarship YES (works fully) YES (covers tuition)

Quality of Education Excellent (research-focused) Excellent (industry-focused)

Indian Recognition Universally recognized Bocconi: yes; others: limited

Job Placement Good (network smaller) Excellent (Bocconi only)



Factor Public University Private (Bocconi/IULM/Cattolica)

Class Size 50-200 students 20-50 students

Best For Engineering, Sciences, Medicine MBA, Finance, Marketing

My recommendation: 90% of Indian engineering, science, and humanities students should choose

public. Only consider Bocconi if you want a top-tier MBA or finance career and can secure DSU

scholarship to cover the EUR 16,000 tuition.



Chapter 3

The ISEE Hack: Free Tuition + Living
Stipend

Quick read: The single most important document for an Indian student going to Italy is the ISEE

certificate. Get this right and you pay near-zero tuition. Get it wrong and you pay full price. Here is

exactly how to do it.

What is ISEE and Why It Matters
ISEE stands for Indicatore della Situazione Economica Equivalente — Italy's standardized measure

of family income and assets. Italian universities charge tuition based on your ISEE band: lower ISEE

= lower tuition.

For Indian students, ISEE is a CHEAT CODE. Indian middle-class income (INR 5-12 lakh/year)

translates to extremely low ISEE in EUR equivalent. Result: free or near-free tuition at universities

that would cost EUR 4,000+/year flat-fee elsewhere in Europe.

ISEE Brackets and Tuition by Top University

ISEE Bracket (EUR)Annual Family Income (INR)PoliMi Tuition Bologna Tuition Sapienza Tuition

Under 13,500 Under 13.5 lakh EUR 0-200 EUR 0-156 EUR 0

13,500 - 23,000 13.5-23 lakh EUR 660-1,560 EUR 600-1,400 EUR 364-1,000

23,000 - 32,000 23-32 lakh EUR 1,560-2,560 EUR 1,400-2,200 EUR 1,000-1,800

32,000 - 50,000 32-50 lakh EUR 2,560-3,898 EUR 2,200-3,000 EUR 1,800-2,500

Above 50,000 (or no ISEE)Above 50 lakh EUR 3,898 (max) EUR 3,000 (max) EUR 2,924 (max)

How to Get ISEE as an Indian Student
1. Get income certificate from your father's employer (or self-employed CA certificate) showing
total family income in INR



2. Get bank statements for all family members for past 12 months

3. Get property/asset declarations (PAN-linked, ITR statements)

4. All documents Apostilled at MEA Delhi (or Mumbai)

5. Italian sworn translation by a registered translator (cost: INR 5,000-8,000)

6. Submit to Italian university OR to a CAF (free Italian tax assistance office) once in Italy

7. CAF issues your ISEE certificate (valid for 1 year, renewable)

8. University recalculates your tuition based on ISEE — within 30 days

Pro Tip: Apply with your ISEE estimate BEFORE arriving. Most Italian universities have a

"low-income declaration" option during enrollment that gives you provisional discounted tuition

while you finalize the ISEE certificate in Italy.



Cost of Living by Italian City
Italy's cost of living varies dramatically by region. Northern cities (Milan, Bologna, Turin) are

expensive. Central cities (Rome, Florence, Pisa) are moderate. Southern cities (Naples, Catania,

Palermo) are 40-50% cheaper.

City Rent (Shared) Food Transport Total / Month

Milan EUR 400-650 EUR 250 EUR 22 EUR 800-1,100

Rome EUR 350-550 EUR 230 EUR 35 EUR 700-1,000

Bologna EUR 350-500 EUR 220 EUR 25 EUR 700-900

Turin EUR 280-450 EUR 210 EUR 23 EUR 600-850

Padova EUR 280-400 EUR 200 EUR 25 EUR 600-800

Pisa EUR 250-400 EUR 200 EUR 22 EUR 600-800

Florence EUR 350-500 EUR 230 EUR 25 EUR 700-900

Naples EUR 200-350 EUR 180 EUR 22 EUR 500-700

Catania EUR 180-300 EUR 170 EUR 20 EUR 450-650

Palermo EUR 180-300 EUR 170 EUR 20 EUR 450-650

Three Realistic Budget Scenarios for an Indian Student

Scenario Year 1 (EUR) Year 2 (EUR) Total (EUR) Total (INR)

BUDGET (Naples/Catania, low ISEE, DSU scholarship)5,400 5,400 10,800 ■9.7 lakh

STANDARD (Bologna/Padova, low ISEE, no DSU)11,400 10,800 22,200 ■20 lakh

PREMIUM (Milan PoliMi, normal ISEE, no scholarship)17,500 17,500 35,000 ■31.5 lakh

The Bargain: A 2-year Master's at the University of Bologna (the world's oldest university,

founded 1088) with low ISEE costs Indian families about INR 12-15 lakh total — less than two

years at a private engineering college in Hyderabad.



Part-Time Work — What You Can Earn
Italian student visa allows up to 20 hours/week during studies and full-time during summer breaks.

Realistic earnings for Indian students:

Job Type Hourly Rate Monthly Earnings Notes

Restaurant / Cafe EUR 6-10 EUR 400-700 Common, Italian helps

Indian Restaurant Kitchen EUR 8-12 EUR 500-800 No Italian needed

Tutoring (English/Math) EUR 15-25 EUR 300-600 Flexible, online OK

Delivery (JustEat/Deliveroo) EUR 7-11 + tips EUR 500-900 Bike + own time

Research Assistant (university) EUR 10-15 EUR 400-700 Best, related to studies

Translation (English-Hindi) EUR 20-40 Variable Online freelance



Chapter 4

DSU + 10 Other Scholarships for
Indians

Quick read: The DSU regional scholarship covers tuition + EUR 5,800/year + free dorm + free

meals. Combined with 10 other Indian-eligible scholarships, smart applicants can study Italy

100% free including living costs.

DSU Scholarship — The Big One
The Diritto allo Studio Universitario (DSU) is Italy's flagship student aid program. Each region

(Lombardia, Emilia-Romagna, Lazio, Toscana, etc.) runs its own DSU office and applies the same

national rules.

Component Amount (EUR) Notes

Tuition Coverage 100% waived Even private universities like Bocconi

Cash Stipend (off-site) EUR 5,800-7,200/year Higher in expensive cities

Cash Stipend (on-site/local) EUR 2,800-3,500/year If you live with family

Dorm Room Free University residence (single or shared)

Meal Vouchers ~EUR 1,500/year Lunch + dinner at canteen

Total Annual Value ~EUR 12,000-15,000 ■11-13.5 lakh per year

DSU Eligibility Rules for Indian Students
• ISEE under EUR 23,000 (most Indian families qualify easily with proper docs)

• Enrolled in 2-year Master's OR 3-year Bachelor's in Italian public/private university

• Maintain academic merit: Year 2 requires 25 ECTS by August (50% of Year 1 load)

• Apply within deadline (usually August-September each year)

• Open to ALL nationalities including Indians — not just EU citizens



How to Apply for DSU — Step by Step
1. Get accepted to an Italian public/private university (Master's/Bachelor's)

2. Apply for DSU through your regional ER.GO portal (Emilia-Romagna), DSU.Toscana,
DSU.Lombardia, DiSCo Lazio, etc.

3. Submit ISEE-Universitario for International Students (calculate via CAF in Italy after arrival)

4. Submit family income proofs (Apostilled, Italian-translated)

5. Receive provisional ranking (idoneo) within 2-3 months

6. Receive final scholarship payment + dorm allocation by November-December

7. Maintain ECTS requirements to keep scholarship in Year 2



10 Other Scholarships for Indian Students in Italy

Scholarship Amount (EUR) Eligibility

Italian Government MAE Scholarship 900/month + tuition waiver For Indians, all subjects

Invest Your Talent in Italy 8,000 + tuition waiver 50 Indian students/year, MS only

EDISU Piemonte (Turin) 5,800 + dorm Turin universities

ER.GO (Emilia-Romagna) 6,000 + dorm Bologna, Modena, Parma, Ferrara

DiSCo Lazio (Rome) 5,500 + dorm Sapienza, Tor Vergata, RomaTre

ARDSU Pisa 6,200 + dorm University of Pisa, Scuola Normale

PoliMi Merit Scholarships 4,000-11,000 tuition waiver Top applicants only

Bocconi Need-Based Scholarship Up to EUR 16,000 tuition waiver Bocconi MBA / MS programs

Padua Sustainability Scholarship 8,000 University of Padova, sustainability focus

Trento Welcome Scholarship 4,000-8,000 University of Trento applicants

Application Strategy — The 4-Tier Approach
Smart Indian students apply to scholarships in this order:

Tier Scholarship Apply When Apply To

1 (Mandatory) DSU Regional August-September Regional DSU portal

2 (High odds) Italian Government MAE October-November MAE portal

3 (Selective) Invest Your Talent January-March IYTI portal

4 (University) PoliMi/Bocconi/Padua merit During admission Within university application



"In 2025, 142 of our 200 Italian students received at least one scholarship. 67

received DSU. 23 received both DSU + Invest Your Talent (combined value:

€20,000+/year). Italy has the best scholarship density of any European country

for Indians."

— Saumitra Rajput



Chapter 5

Application Process: DOV, CIMEA,
Universitaly

Quick read: Italian university applications follow a unique process: pre-evaluate via Universitaly

portal, get DOV (Declaration of Value) from Italian embassy, get CIMEA recognition for

credentials, then apply to universities directly. Timeline: 12-15 months total.

The Italy Application Timeline

Month (Before Sep 2027 intake) Action Why

Sep-Oct 2026 IELTS 6.5+ booking + study English proficiency required

Nov-Dec 2026 Shortlist 6-8 universities Match programs to your profile

Dec 2026-Jan 2027 Pre-enrol on Universitaly.it Mandatory portal for non-EU

Jan-Feb 2027 University-direct applications Each uni has own portal too

Feb-Apr 2027 Get DOV from Italian Embassy Delhi/Mumbai Mandatory for visa later

Mar-May 2027 CIMEA degree comparability statement For credit recognition

May-Jul 2027 Receive admission letters + accept Multiple offers usual

Jul-Aug 2027 Visa application via VFS Italy Process: 4-8 weeks

Aug-Sep 2027 Accommodation + flights + arrival Universities start late September

What is Universitaly?
Universitaly.it is Italy's mandatory pre-enrollment portal for non-EU students (including Indians). You

MUST register and pre-enrol here before applying for your visa, regardless of which university you

attend.

• Opens for new academic year applications: November-December annually

https://www.universitaly.it


• Closing dates: vary by university (mostly April-June)

• You can pre-enrol at MAX 2 universities through Universitaly

• Universitaly fee: free (zero cost)

• Required documents: passport, transcripts, English proficiency proof



DOV — Dichiarazione di Valore (CRITICAL)
The DOV (Declaration of Value) is THE most important document in your Italy application. It is

issued by the Italian Embassy/Consulate in India and confirms that your Indian degree is

academically valid for further study in Italy.

Documents Needed for DOV (Indian Embassy/Consulate Italy)
• Original Indian degree + Apostille from MEA

• Original transcripts/marksheets (all semesters) + Apostille

• Official Italian translation by sworn translator (registered with embassy)

• Passport copy + 2 passport-size photos

• University admission letter (if available, can be applied for after)

• Embassy fee: INR 6,000-8,000 (varies)

• Processing time: 4-8 weeks

CIMEA — The Faster Alternative
Many Italian universities now accept the CIMEA Statement of Comparability as an alternative to

DOV. CIMEA (online) is faster and cheaper.

• Cost: EUR 100-150 (one-time)

• Processing: 30-60 days online

• Apply at: cimea.it

• NOT accepted everywhere — confirm with your target university first

• Accepted by: PoliMi, PoliTo, Padua, Trento, Pisa, Tor Vergata

• NOT accepted by: Bologna (still requires DOV), Sapienza partial

English Proficiency Requirements

University IELTS Min TOEFL iBT Duolingo

Politecnico di Milano 6.0 78 105

Bocconi University 6.5 (7.0 MBA) 90 115

University of Bologna 6.0 80 105

Sapienza Rome 5.5-6.0 70-80 95

https://cimea.it


University IELTS Min TOEFL iBT Duolingo

Politecnico Torino 5.5-6.0 70-80 100

University of Padova 6.0-6.5 80-90 105

University of Pisa 6.0 80 105

University of Trento 6.0 80 105

MOI Certificate Hack: If your Indian Bachelor's degree was taught in English, ask your university

for a Medium of Instruction (MOI) certificate. Many Italian universities (Sapienza, Tor Vergata,

Padua, Naples Federico II, Catania) accept MOI INSTEAD of IELTS — saves you INR 16,000 +

2 months of prep.



Chapter 6

Italy Student Visa: Documents + VFS
Process

Quick read: Italian student visa (Type D) is processed via VFS Global India in 8 cities. Process:

Universitaly pre-enrollment + admission letter + financial proof + accommodation + insurance +

biometrics. Timeline: 4-8 weeks.

VFS Italy Centers in India

City Address Area Slot Availability

New Delhi Shivaji Stadium Easy (slots open weekly)

Mumbai Trade Centre Easy (slots open weekly)

Kolkata Salt Lake Moderate

Chennai Anna Salai Moderate

Bengaluru M G Road Moderate

Hyderabad Banjara Hills Moderate

Ahmedabad Bodakdev Easy (low volume)

Chandigarh Sector 8 Easy (low volume)

Italian Student Visa Document Checklist

# Document Notes

1 Italian Visa Application Form Filled in English (download from VFS site)

2 Passport (valid 12+ months) Plus 2 photocopies



# Document Notes

3 Two passport-size photos 35x45mm, white background

4 Universitaly pre-enrollment letter PDF with QR code

5 University admission letter Official letter, signed + stamped

6 DOV (Dichiarazione di Valore) OR CIMEA letter (depending on university)

7 Financial proof: EUR 7,200/year Bank statements (last 6 months)

8 Accommodation proof Dorm letter OR rental agreement OR friend declaration

9 Health insurance EUR 30,000+ Italian-recognized provider, valid 1 year

10 Round-trip flight booking Hold (no payment yet) OR confirmed

11 Apostilled birth certificate For Indians under 21

12 Cover letter explaining purpose 1 page, professional tone

13 Visa fee: EUR 50 + VFS fee Approx INR 7,000 total



Step-by-Step Visa Process
1. Book VFS appointment online at vfsglobal.com/Italy/India (slots open 30 days ahead)

2. Pay VFS service fee online: INR 1,300 + visa fee EUR 50 (~INR 4,500)

3. Print appointment confirmation

4. Arrive at VFS center 30 minutes early with all documents in original + photocopies

5. Submit documents + biometrics (fingerprints + photo)

6. Pay any additional fees in cash if requested

7. Track application via VFS reference number (sent on SMS + email)

8. Visa decision: 4-8 weeks (faster in low season Apr-Jun)

9. Collect passport from VFS in person OR opt for courier (extra INR 500)

10. Visa stamped on passport — YOU CAN FLY

Common Visa Interview Questions
Italy visa interviews are minimal but your VFS officer may ask:

• Why this university? — Mention 2 specific reasons: ranking + program alignment

• Why Italy over Germany/France? — Be specific: program, language, lifestyle, cost

• Who is funding? — Show clear bank statements + sponsor letter from parents

• Will you return to India? — Always YES, mention family business/job opportunity

• What after Master's? — Honest answer: looking for Italian job is OK, but mention India option

• Do you speak Italian? — Honest. Most programs are English. You will learn basics.

Visa Rejection Reasons (Top 5):
1. Insufficient financial proof (need EUR 7,200/year minimum)

2. Incomplete DOV/CIMEA documents

3. Missing accommodation proof

4. Profile mismatch (Bachelor's subject too different from Master's)

5. Suspicious travel history (multiple Schengen rejections)



Chapter 7

Codice Fiscale + Permesso di
Soggiorno

Quick read: After landing in Italy, you have 8 days to apply for Permesso di Soggiorno

(residence permit). You also need Codice Fiscale (tax code) for everything: bank account, phone,

dorm, university, even buying a SIM card. Here is the exact 7-day arrival checklist.

Day 1-7: Critical Arrival Tasks

Day Task Where Cost

1 Land + reach accommodation Train/bus from airport EUR 5-15

2 Visit Posta (post office) for Permesso kit Local Poste Italiane Free kit + EUR 76 + EUR 30

3 Submit Permesso application by post Same Posta Receive registered receipt

4 Apply for Codice Fiscale Agenzia delle Entrate (tax office) FREE (immediate)

5 Open Italian bank account Intesa Sanpaolo OR ING Italia OR Hello Bank Free for students

6 Get Italian SIM card TIM, Vodafone, Iliad, WindTre stores EUR 10-15/month

7 Visit university for matriculation University office Activate student email + ID

Permesso di Soggiorno (Residence Permit)
The Permesso di Soggiorno per Studio is your legal residence permit in Italy. You MUST apply

within 8 days of arrival or face fines/deportation.

Documents Needed
• Visa + passport

• 4 passport-size photos

• Italian Tax Code (Codice Fiscale) — OK to apply same day



• Health insurance proof (the one you used for visa)

• Accommodation proof (dorm/rental contract OR university dorm letter)

• University enrollment certificate (Italian: certificato di iscrizione)

• EUR 76.46 fee + EUR 30.46 stamp + EUR 30 postal kit

Process
1. Visit Posta (post office), buy "Kit Giallo" (yellow kit) for permesso application

2. Fill the Modello 209 form inside the kit (university office can help)

3. Submit at Posta with all documents — they post it to Questura (police)

4. Get a receipt (ricevuta) — this is YOUR LEGAL PROOF until permesso arrives

5. Wait 2-4 weeks — Questura will send SMS for biometric appointment

6. Attend biometric appointment at Questura (fingerprints, photo)

7. Wait another 4-8 weeks — collect actual permesso card from Questura

8. Total time: 2-4 months from arrival to physical card



Codice Fiscale (Italian Tax Code)
The Codice Fiscale is your Italian PAN card equivalent. It is a 16-character alphanumeric code used

for EVERYTHING in Italy: bank account, dorm contract, SIM card, university enrollment, even

pharmacy purchases.

How to Get It
• Visit Agenzia delle Entrate (Italian tax agency) office in your city

• Bring: passport + visa + Italian address proof (dorm letter / rental contract)

• Fill out Modello AA4/8 form (provided at office)

• Wait 30-60 minutes — issued same day

• Cost: ZERO. It is completely free.

• Save the receipt (carta provisoria) until physical Tessera Sanitaria arrives by post (3-4 weeks)

Italian Bank Accounts for Students

Bank Student Account Monthly Fee Pros

Intesa Sanpaolo XME Conto Up Universita FREE Most popular, English app

ING Italia Conto Corrente Arancio FREE Online-only, easy setup

Hello Bank (BNP Paribas) Hello! Bank Conto FREE Mobile-first, Italian + English

UniCredit My Genius Conto FREE if 26-yo Wide ATM network

BancoPosta (Poste Italiane) Postepay Evolution EUR 12/year Easiest at any post office

N26 (German neobank) N26 Standard FREE Pure mobile, IBAN works in Italy

Revolut Standard plan FREE Multi-currency, great for travel

Funds Transfer from India
• Use Wise (formerly TransferWise) for best exchange rate (saves 1-2% vs banks)

• Use Western Union if you need cash pickup (Italian agents accept)

• Use SBI/HDFC SWIFT transfer for large amounts (EUR 5,000+)

• RBI LRS limit: USD 250,000/year (~EUR 230,000) per person, more than enough



• Required for visa: prove EUR 7,200 in your account or parents' account before applying



Chapter 8

Where to Live: Cities, Housing, Daily
Life

Quick read: Italy has 8 major university cities, each with very different cost, vibe, and Indian

community size. This chapter helps you choose the right city based on your budget, program,

and lifestyle preferences.

The 8 Best Italian Cities for Indian Students

City Best For Vibe Indian Food

Milan Engineering, Design, Business, Finance Cosmopolitan, fast-paced Excellent (50+ Indian restos)

Rome Sciences, Humanities, Architecture Historical, vibrant, slower Very good (40+ Indian restos)

Bologna All subjects, student-focused city Friendly, vegetarian-friendlyExcellent (Garganelli, Krishna)

Turin Mechanical, Automotive, Engineering Industrial, organized Good (15+ Indian restos)

Padova Medicine, Sciences, Engineering Compact, walkable, calm Limited (5-8 Indian restos)

Pisa CS, Math, Physics Small university town Limited (3-5 Indian restos)

Florence Architecture, Art, Humanities Tourist hub, beautiful Limited (8-12 Indian restos)

Naples Sciences, Engineering, low-cost Chaotic, authentic, cheap Growing (8-10 Indian restos)

Housing Options Compared

Option Monthly Cost Pros Cons

DSU University Dorm EUR 0-200 Cheapest, near campus, social Limited slots, basic rooms

Private Student Residence (Camplus, etc.)EUR 500-900Furnished, all-inclusive, English support Expensive



Option Monthly Cost Pros Cons

Shared Apartment (room in flat)EUR 280-650 Independent, cook your own food Need Italian for landlord

Studio Apartment (alone) EUR 450-1,000 Privacy, full control Most expensive, isolated

Homestay (Italian family) EUR 400-700 Best for learning Italian Less independence

Where to Find Housing
• Immobiliare.it — Italian Zillow, most listings (Italian only)

• Idealista.it — More English-friendly, good for Milan/Rome

• Uniplaces.com — Student-focused, English, slightly higher prices

• Camplus.it — Premium student residences, multi-city

• Erasmusu.com — Erasmus + international students

• University residential office (DSU) — first preference, apply 6+ months ahead

• Facebook groups: "Indian Students in [City]" — active communities, ~70% accuracy

https://immobiliare.it
https://idealista.it
https://uniplaces.com
https://camplus.it
https://erasmusu.com


Daily Life Essentials

Item Cost (EUR) Notes

Monthly transport pass EUR 22-35 Student discount usually 30-40% off

Bicycle (used) EUR 50-150 Bologna, Padova, Trento are bike-friendly

Mobile data plan (50GB) EUR 8-12 Iliad cheapest, Vodafone best coverage

Lunch at canteen EUR 4-6 DSU students often free

Lunch at restaurant EUR 12-18 Two-course menu of the day

Coffee (espresso) EUR 1-1.50 At the bar standing

Pizza (whole) EUR 6-12 Naples cheapest, Milan most expensive

Gym membership EUR 25-50 Student discount available

Cinema ticket EUR 7-10 Most films dubbed in Italian; original-language theaters exist

Vegetarian groceries (week) EUR 30-45 Italy is vegetarian-friendly

Vegetarian + Indian Food Scene
Italy is one of Europe's easiest countries for vegetarian and Indian-food-loving students. Reasons:

• Italian cuisine is naturally vegetarian-heavy: pizza margherita, pasta, risotto, salads

• Indian restaurants in every major city (Milan: 50+, Rome: 40+, Bologna: 15+)

• Tier 1 cities have Indian grocery stores: turmeric, lentils, basmati, garam masala easy to find

• Most Italian restaurants serve "primi" (pasta) without meat by default

• Vegan/vegetarian-only restaurants growing fast in Milan, Bologna, Florence

• Gandhi Bazaar (Milan), Indian Curry House (Rome), Nav Bharat (Bologna) are tested favorites

"My students who land in Bologna often tell me it feels closer to India than any

other European city. Affordable, friendly, vegetarian-friendly, and the university

culture is electric. Bologna has been a student town for 900+ years."

— Saumitra Rajput



Chapter 9

Italian Language: When You Need It

Quick read: You can study at most Italian universities in 100% English. But for daily life, jobs,

and PR — Italian becomes essential. This chapter explains exactly when to learn it, how to learn

it cheap, and what level you need for what.

When You Need Italian — Honest Truth Table

Situation Italian Needed? Level

English-taught Master's program NO A0 (zero)

Italian-taught Master's program YES B2 minimum

Daily survival (groceries, transit) PREFERRED A2 enough

Renting from Italian landlord YES B1 helps a lot

University admin / paperwork PREFERRED A2-B1

Part-time job (cafe, restaurant) YES B1 minimum

Internship at Italian company YES B1-B2

Full-time job at Italian firm YES B2-C1

Permanent residence application YES B1 mandatory

Italian citizenship YES B1 mandatory

How to Learn Italian (Cheap)
1. Duolingo — Free, daily 10 min, takes you to A1 in 6 months

2. Italki — EUR 8-15/hour 1-on-1 Italian tutors (online), best ROI

3. University free Italian courses — Most Italian universities offer FREE Italian courses for
international students (use them!)



4. Dante Alighieri Society India (Mumbai, Delhi) — INR 8,000-15,000 for 3-month A1 course

5. YouTube channels: "Learn Italian with Lucrezia", "Italy Made Easy" — free, native speakers

6. TV shows in Italian with Italian subtitles: Suburra, Gomorra, My Brilliant Friend

7. Tandem app — Language exchange with Italians (free)

Italian Proficiency Levels

Level What You Can Do Time Needed Cost

A1 (Beginner) Order food, ask directions, basic intro 3-6 months EUR 0-200

A2 (Elementary) Daily survival, simple conversations 6-12 months EUR 200-400

B1 (Intermediate) Job interviews, PR application minimum 12-18 months EUR 400-800

B2 (Upper-Int.) Italian-language Master's, professional work 18-24 months EUR 800-1,500

C1 (Advanced) University teaching, formal writing 2-3 years EUR 1,500-3,000

C2 (Native-like) Indistinguishable from native speaker 4+ years Variable

Italian Certification Tests
• CILS (University of Siena) — Most respected, accepted everywhere

• CELI (University of Perugia) — Widely accepted, similar to CILS

• PLIDA (Dante Alighieri Society) — Cultural focus, accepted for citizenship

• Test cost in India: INR 4,000-7,000 per level (organized 2x year by Italian Cultural Institutes)

• For PR/citizenship: B1 level required, costs INR 5,500



Chapter 10

Career After Master's in Italy

Quick read: Italy gives you 12 months of post-study work permit (Permesso di Soggiorno per

Attesa Occupazione). Best industries for Indians: tech (Milan), automotive (Turin), design

(Milan/Florence), pharma (Milan/Bologna), banking (Milan), consulting. Salaries: EUR 28-65K

starting.

Top Industries Hiring Indian Graduates in Italy

Industry Best Cities Top Companies Salary Range

Tech / Software Milan, Rome, Turin Reply, Engineering, Bending Spoons EUR 30-50K

Automotive Turin, Modena, MaranelloFerrari, Pirelli, Stellantis, Magneti Marelli EUR 32-50K

Banking & Finance Milan Intesa Sanpaolo, UniCredit, Mediobanca EUR 40-65K

Consulting Milan, Rome McKinsey, BCG, Bain, Accenture, Deloitte EUR 50-70K

Pharma / Biotech Milan, Bologna Chiesi, Menarini, Bracco, Recordati EUR 35-50K

Design / Architecture Milan, Florence Pininfarina, Stefano Boeri, Prada Group EUR 28-42K

Fashion Milan, Florence Prada, Gucci, Armani, Versace EUR 30-45K

Energy Milan, Rome ENI, Enel, Saipem, Edison EUR 38-55K

Indian-vs-Italian CV Style — Critical Differences

Element Indian CV (Wrong for Italy) Italian CV (Correct)

Length 3-5 pages 1-2 pages MAX

Photo Optional STRONGLY EXPECTED (formal)

Personal info Father's name, marital status Date of birth, nationality, city only



Element Indian CV (Wrong for Italy) Italian CV (Correct)

Format Word/PDF, basic Europass CV format (online template)

Language Often only English English + Italian (even if basic) impresses

Hobbies Often skipped Always include 2-3 hobbies (Italians love this)

References Mandatory at bottom Available on request (do not list names)

Best Job Portals for Italy
• LinkedIn Italy — Most jobs, most Indian-friendly

• Indeed.it — Wide variety, all industries

• Jobrapido.it — Italian aggregator, large database

• Infojobs.it — Italian, popular with mid-size firms

• EURES — EU job portal, free, government-backed

• Hays Italy — Recruiters for engineering, finance

• University career office — access to internal/exclusive job postings

https://linkedin.com
https://indeed.it
https://jobrapido.it
https://infojobs.it
https://eures.eu
https://hays.it


Chapter 11

Italian Permanent Residency + EU
Citizenship

Quick read: Italy gives PR after 5 years of legal residence + Italian B1 + clean criminal record.

After 10 years total + B1 — you become an Italian (and EU) citizen. The Italian passport ranks #3

in the world for visa-free travel.

Italian PR (Carta di Soggiorno) — The Path

Year Status Requirement Notes

1-2 Master's student Permesso per Studio Valid as long as enrolled

3 Job-seeker permit Permesso per Attesa Occupazione 12 months post-graduation

3-5 Worker permit Permesso per Lavoro Renewable yearly

5 <b>PERMANENT RESIDENCE</b>5 years legal residence + B1 Italian + EUR 9,000+ incomeApply 60 days before 5-year anniversary

10 Citizenship eligibility 10 years legal residence + B1 Italian Italian (EU) passport

Documents for Italian PR
• Valid passport

• Italian permesso di soggiorno (renewed continuously for 5+ years)

• CILS B1 certificate (Italian language)

• Last 3 years of Italian tax returns (Modello 730 or Unico)

• Proof of stable income: EUR 9,000+/year minimum (last 3 years)

• Italian health insurance (active)

• Italian criminal background check (clean)

• Proof of accommodation in Italy (rental contract or property)

• Photos + EUR 200 application fee

• Apply at Questura (police office) in your city



Italian Citizenship Rules
Italy offers some of the most generous citizenship pathways in Europe — if you qualify:

• By residence: 10 years legal residence + B1 + clean record + tax compliance

• By marriage to Italian citizen: 2-3 years (depending on residence inside/outside Italy)

• By descent (jus sanguinis): If you have Italian ancestor in family tree (rare for Indians)

• By recognition (jus soli): If born in Italy and lived continuously till age 18

• Investor visa pathway: EUR 250,000+ investment in Italian startups OR EUR 500K in Italian
company

What an Italian Passport Gets You
• Visa-free or visa-on-arrival access to 187 countries (#3 strongest passport globally)

• Right to live and work in any of the 27 EU + 4 EFTA countries

• Unrestricted access to UK (Italy still has special arrangement post-Brexit)

• Right to vote in EU elections + run for office in Italy

• Lifetime EU healthcare access (free in most countries)

• Italian dual citizenship is allowed (you can keep Indian OCI status)



Chapter 12

50 Real Questions, Real Answers

Quick read: The 50 most common questions Indian students ask me about Italy, with honest

answers from 14 years of experience.

Application & Admission
Q. Can I apply to Italian universities without IELTS?

A. YES, with MOI certificate from your Indian Bachelor's university (medium of instruction was
English). Sapienza Rome, Tor Vergata, Padova, Naples Federico II accept MOI.

Q. What CGPA do I need for top Italian universities?

A. PoliMi: 8.0+, Bologna: 7.5+, Sapienza: 7.0+, Tier 2 universities: 6.5+. Lower CGPAs accepted
at southern universities (Naples, Catania, Palermo).

Q. Do I need GRE for Italy?

A. Mostly NO. Only Bocconi MS Finance and a few PoliMi programs require GRE. 99% of Italian
Master's programs are GRE-free.

Q. Can I apply to multiple Italian universities?

A. YES, but Universitaly portal limits you to TWO pre-enrollments per year. Apply directly to
additional universities outside Universitaly.

Q. When do Italian university applications open?

A. For September 2027 intake: applications open November 2026, close April-May 2027 (varies by
university). Apply early.

Cost & Scholarships
Q. Is studying in Italy really free?

A. NEAR-FREE for Indian students at public universities with low-ISEE certificate. Tuition can be
EUR 0-1,500/year. Living costs EUR 6,000-12,000/year extra.

Q. How much money do I need to show for Italian visa?

A. EUR 7,200/year minimum in your or your sponsor's bank account (last 6 months of statements).

Q. What is the DSU scholarship and can I get it?



A. DSU = Italian regional scholarship. Covers tuition + EUR 5,800 stipend + free dorm. 60-70% of
Indian applicants with low ISEE qualify.

Q. Can I work part-time in Italy?

A. YES. Up to 20 hours/week during studies, full-time during summer breaks. Earn EUR
400-700/month typically.

Q. Do Italian universities offer financial aid?

A. YES — PoliMi, Bocconi, Padua have university-specific merit/need scholarships. Apply during
admission.

Visa & Immigration
Q. How long does Italian student visa take?

A. Typically 4-8 weeks from VFS appointment to passport collection. Apply 8-10 weeks before
flight.

Q. What is the visa fee for Italy?

A. EUR 50 visa fee + INR 1,300 VFS service fee + INR 500 courier (optional). Total: ~INR 6,000.

Q. What is Permesso di Soggiorno?

A. Italian residence permit. MUST apply within 8 days of arrival via post office (Posta).

Q. Can my family visit me on my student visa?

A. YES. They can apply for Schengen tourist visa (90 days). Italy student visa does not give them
automatic right.

Q. Can I bring my spouse on Italian student visa?

A. NOT directly. Spouse must apply separately for family reunification visa AFTER you have your
Permesso di Soggiorno (usually after 6 months).

Living in Italy
Q. Is it easy to find vegetarian food in Italy?

A. EXTREMELY easy. Pizza margherita, pasta, risotto, panini are vegetarian by default. Many
vegan-only restaurants in Milan/Bologna/Florence.

Q. Is racism a problem in Italy?

A. Rare in university cities. Some incidents in southern Italy (Naples) and small towns.
Milan/Bologna/Padova are very international and welcoming.

Q. How safe is Italy for Indian women students?

A. Generally safe. Same precautions as any city: avoid late-night solo walks, stay in well-lit areas.
Bologna, Milan, Padova are particularly safe.



Q. Do I need a car in Italy?

A. NO. Italian cities have excellent public transport. Even small university towns are
walkable/bikeable.

Q. Can I travel to other EU countries on Italian student visa?

A. YES. Permesso di Soggiorno gives you Schengen travel rights (90 days in any 180-day period
in other Schengen countries).

Career & Jobs
Q. Can I get a job in Italy without speaking Italian?

A. PARTIAL. Tech (Milan), pharma R&D;, consulting, English-medium roles exist. But B1 Italian
doubles your job options. B2 triples them.

Q. What are average salaries for Indian Master's graduates in Italy?

A. EUR 28,000-50,000/year starting (engineering, tech, business). Top roles (consulting, banking)
reach EUR 60-90K.

Q. How long is the post-study work permit in Italy?

A. 12 months — Permesso di Soggiorno per Attesa Occupazione. Can be extended if you find
work.

Q. What is the EU Blue Card and how does it work in Italy?

A. EU Blue Card = work permit for skilled workers. Italy threshold: EUR 25,000+/year salary.
Easier path to PR.

Q. Do Italian companies recognize Indian degrees?

A. YES, with proper Apostille + DOV/CIMEA. Top tech firms (Reply, Bending Spoons), banks
(Intesa, UniCredit), and engineering firms (Pirelli, ENEL) actively hire Indian graduates.

Language & Culture
Q. How long does it take to learn Italian to B1 level?

A. About 12-18 months of consistent study (1-2 hours/day). University free Italian courses +
Duolingo + Italki tutoring is the cheapest combo.

Q. Is Italian harder than German or French to learn?

A. Italian is generally EASIER than German for English speakers. Pronunciation is straightforward,
grammar is more regular than German.

Q. Can I survive in Italy with only English?

A. YES for studies. NO for jobs and PR. Daily life: difficult but possible. Renting apartments and
dealing with bureaucracy is much easier with B1+ Italian.



Q. How much does Italian language coaching cost in India?

A. Dante Alighieri Society India: INR 8,000-15,000 for 3-month A1 course. Online (Italki): EUR
8-15/hour 1-on-1.

PR & Long-term Settlement
Q. How long until I can apply for Italian citizenship?

A. 10 years of legal continuous residence + B1 Italian + clean criminal record. Time as student
counts.

Q. Can I keep my Indian passport if I become Italian citizen?

A. YES, Italy allows dual citizenship. Get OCI status if you take Italian citizenship to retain India
ties.

Q. Does Italian PR give me access to other EU countries?

A. NO immediate work rights, but you can travel freely. After 5 years of Italian PR, you can apply
for EU Long-Term Resident status which gives broader rights.

Q. What is the difference between PR and citizenship in Italy?

A. PR: indefinite right to live + work in Italy. Citizenship: PR + voting rights + Italian passport + EU
citizenship + can live/work anywhere in EU.

Specific Programs & Universities
Q. What is the best university in Italy for Computer Science?

A. PoliMi (Politecnico di Milano), University of Pisa, Politecnico di Torino, University of Bologna,
University of Trento.

Q. Best Italian university for MBA?

A. Bocconi (top 10 EU MBA), Politecnico Milano School of Management, MIP, SDA Bocconi.

Q. Can I do Medicine (MBBS) in Italy as Indian?

A. YES — University of Pavia, Sapienza Rome, Bologna, Padova offer 6-year English MBBS.
NEET not required. Entrance test: IMAT (Italian medical admission test).

Q. Best Italian university for Architecture?

A. Politecnico di Milano (#5 globally for architecture), University of Florence, Sapienza Rome,
IUAV Venice.

Q. Best Italian university for Design?

A. Politecnico di Milano School of Design, Domus Academy (Milan), NABA, IED Florence/Milan.



Bonus 1

12-Month Italy Application Roadmap

Timeline assumes you want to enter Italy in September 2027. Adjust dates for other intakes

(winter intake: January 2027 — most universities don't offer it).

Month Tasks Deliverables

Sep 2026 Research universities + programs. Book IELTS/TOEFL. Shortlist of 8-10 universities

Oct 2026 Take IELTS/TOEFL. Get MOI certificate from Indian university.IELTS 6.5+ score OR MOI certificate

Nov 2026 Start SOPs (one per university). Get LORs (3 per uni). 8-10 customized SOPs + LORs

Dec 2026 Pre-enrol on Universitaly.it (max 2 universities). Universitaly confirmation

Jan 2027 Apply to additional universities directly. Apply for CIMEA. 6-8 university applications submitted

Feb 2027 Apply for DOV at Italian Embassy Delhi/Mumbai. DOV submitted (4-8 weeks processing)

Mar 2027 CIMEA statement received. Continue tracking applications. CIMEA letter in hand

Apr 2027First admissions arrive. Start scholarship applications (DSU + IYTI).Provisional admissions + scholarships submitted

May 2027 Confirm chosen university. Pay enrollment fee. Confirmed admission letter

Jun 2027 Apply for Italian student visa via VFS. Visa application submitted

Jul 2027 Visa approved. Book flights + accommodation. Visa stamped, flights booked

Aug 2027 Pre-arrival prep: pack, send funds to Italy via Wise. Ready to fly

Sep 2027<b>FLY TO ITALY.</b> Day 1-7: Permesso, Codice Fiscale, bank, university matric.Arrived + settled



Bonus 2

Italy SOP Template That Works

This SOP template has worked for 200+ of our Indian students at top Italian universities.

800-1,200 words is the sweet spot for Italy.

Structure (5 Paragraphs, ~1,000 words)

Paragraph 1: The Hook (150 words)
Open with a SPECIFIC moment that sparked your interest in your chosen field. NOT "since

childhood." Use a real event, project, internship, or insight. End with what you want to study and ONE

university-specific reason for choosing them.

Example: "During my internship at Maruti Suzuki in 2024, I built a vehicle dynamics simulation in

MATLAB to optimize suspension geometry for Indian road conditions. The project succeeded —

cycle time dropped 15% — but I saw clearly that without advanced computational mechanics, my

work hits a ceiling. That moment is why I am applying to the MS in Mechanical Engineering at

Politecnico di Milano — specifically Prof. Rossi's research group on vehicle dynamics simulation."

Paragraph 2: Academic Foundation (200 words)
Cover your Bachelor's degree results, key projects, technical skills, and 1-2 specific courses that

prepared you for this Master's. Include CGPA + percentile/rank. Mention specific

tools/software/programming languages relevant to the program.

Paragraph 3: Professional Experience (200 words)
Describe internships, full-time work, research projects, papers published, hackathons won. Quantify

achievements in numbers ("reduced X by 20%," "trained 30 employees"). Connect each experience

to the chosen Master's program.

Paragraph 4: Why This Specific University (250 words)
THIS is the most important paragraph. Italian admissions committees want to know:

• WHY this specific university (not "high ranking" — be specific)

• Which 2-3 specific courses excite you (look up syllabus)

• Which 1-2 specific professors' research aligns with your interests

• Why ITALY specifically (not Germany or France)



• How this university fits your 5-year career plan

Paragraph 5: Future Goals + India Connection (200 words)
Outline your 5-year career plan. Include intent to work in Italy (mentions you're open to staying), but

ALSO mention long-term India connection (returning to apply skills, joining family business, starting

your own venture in India). Italian visa officers like to see this balance.



Bonus 3

ISEE Document Checklist + Translation
Guide

Get ALL these documents Apostilled and Italian-translated BEFORE leaving India. Saves you 30

days of paperwork stress in Italy and locks in your low-ISEE tuition rate.

ISEE Document Master Checklist

# Document Where to Get Apostille? Translation?

1 Family income certificate Father's employer OR self-employed: CA letter YES YES (Italian)

2Last 3 years ITR (Income Tax Returns)Your CA / Income Tax Department YES YES (Italian)

3 Bank statements (12 months) Your bank YES NO (English OK)

4 Property valuation certificate Government valuer / municipal office YES YES (Italian)

5 Family composition certificate Local Tahsildar / Municipality YES YES (Italian)

6 Marriage certificate (parents) Sub-Registrar Office YES YES (Italian)

7 Birth certificate (yours) Municipal Corporation YES YES (Italian)

8 Passport (yours) — NO NO

9 Sibling birth certificates (if any) Municipal Corporation YES YES (Italian)

10Loan declaration (if education loan) Bank YES YES (Italian)

Apostille Process in India
1. First: Notary attestation (city notary, INR 100-300)

2. Second: State Home Department / SDM attestation (INR 100-500 per document)

3. Third: Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) Apostille at Delhi or Mumbai (INR 50/document)



4. Apostille = Hague Convention recognition. Italy is signatory — makes Indian documents legally
valid in Italy.

5. Total time: 7-15 days if you do it yourself. 3-7 days via service agent (additional INR 500/doc).

6. Total cost for ~10 documents: INR 4,000-8,000 (DIY) OR INR 12,000-18,000 (via agent)

Italian Translation — Where + How Much
• Italian Embassy Delhi/Mumbai approved translators: Best, but slow (4-6 weeks)

• Sworn translator in India: 2-3 weeks, INR 800-1,500/page

• Italian translator in Italy: Fastest (3-7 days), but EUR 30-50/page = expensive

• Recommended: Get translations done in India BEFORE flying. Cost: INR 5,000-12,000 total
for full ISEE document set.

Pro Tip: Many Italian universities accept English documents during admission and only require

Italian translation later (during ISEE recalculation in Italy). This means you can submit English

first to get admitted, then do translations once in Italy at a CAF (free Italian tax help office) for

FREE.



How Kadamb Overseas Can Help You

Kadamb Overseas is a Europe-focused study abroad consultancy based in Ahmedabad, India,

established in 2012 by Saumitra Rajput. We have placed 500+ Indian students at top European

universities including 200+ at Italian institutions like Politecnico di Milano, Bologna, Sapienza Rome,

Padova, Pisa, and Bocconi.

What We Offer for Italy-Bound Students
• Free 30-minute counseling call — We assess your profile and tell you honestly which Italian
universities you should target

• University shortlisting — 8-10 universities matched to your CGPA, budget, and career goals

• Application support — SOP, LOR, CV reviews + Universitaly + DOV + CIMEA assistance

• Scholarship strategy — Help you apply for DSU, MAE, IYTI, and university-specific aid

• Visa support — Document checklists, application review, mock interview, VFS booking

• Pre-departure briefing — Permesso, Codice Fiscale, banking, accommodation, Italian
language basics

• Post-arrival support — Our network in Milan, Bologna, Rome can help you settle in

Why Choose Kadamb
• 14+ years of Europe-only focus (we don't dabble in USA/UK — we know Italy deeply)

• 500+ students successfully placed in Europe (97% visa success rate)

• Founder Saumitra has personally visited 25+ Italian universities

• Real alumni network at Ferrari, Pirelli, ENI, Generali, Bocconi alumni groups

• We work on long-term success, not just admission — we stay in touch with you for 5 years

Ready to start your Italy journey?

WhatsApp: +91 99133 33239
Email: info@kadamboverseas.com

Web: kadamboverseas.com

Office: Kadamb Overseas, Shahibaug, Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India

The first 30-minute consultation is 100% FREE.



Buona fortuna. We will see you in Italy.
— Saumitra Rajput, Founder, Kadamb Overseas


