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Foreword from Saumitra

Dear future Austria student,

| have been doing this work for 14 years. In that time, | have personally counselled more than 2,500
Indian families about studying in Europe, and placed over 80 students at top Austrian universities —
TU Wien, WU Vienna, JKU Linz, TU Graz, University of Vienna, BOKU, University of Innsbruck,
Medical University Vienna (MUW), and IST Austria. Our alumni now work at Siemens Austria, OMV
Vienna, Red Bull Salzburg, BMW Steyr, Voestalpine Linz, Magna Steyr, AVL List Graz, and various
Vienna-based EU agencies.

Here is what | have learned: Austria is Europe's best-kept education secret for Indian students.
Most consultants ignore Austria because they're too busy pushing Germany and the Netherlands.
Austria offers what Germany doesn't: lower competition (only 12,000+ Indian students vs Germany's
50,000+), comparable quality (TU Wien #180 QS, on par with several German TUs), AND
surprisingly low tuition — just EUR 726.72/semester for non-EU (about Rs 70,000/year). That is
one-third of Netherlands tuition and on par with German private fees.

But here is the harder truth: Austrian admission is paperwork-heavy. The Austrian system requires
apostilled documents, German translations, and "Nostrification" (formal recognition of your Indian
Bachelor's) for some programs. The visa process via VFS Austria is slower than Germany (8-12
weeks). Vienna and Graz student dorms have wait lists. And while 350+ English-taught Master's
programs exist, the daily life and PR pathway clearly favor those who learn at least A2 German.

This guide is everything | wish every Indian student had before they applied to Austria. It is brutally
specific — real university names, exact EUR 726/semester tuition (yes, that's the actual rate), the TU
Wien and WU Vienna application portals walkthrough, Visa D documents, OeAD accommodation
hacks, sample SOPs that worked for TU Wien MSc programs.

And if you want me to personally review your profile, WhatsApp me at +91 99133 33239 or visit
kadamboverseas.com. The first 30 minutes are free.

Welcome to Austria. Wilkommen. Let us begin.

— Saumitra Rajput

Founder, Kadamb Overseas | Ahmedabad, May 2026



Chapter 1

Why Austria — The Hidden European
Gem

Quick read: Austria hosts approximately 12,000 Indian students. TU Wien ranks #180 globally.
WU Vienna is #4 European business school. 350+ English-taught Master's programs across all
major universities. Tuition just EUR 726/semester. 12-month job-seeker visa post-graduation. EU
citizenship in 10 years.

The Five Reasons That Actually Matter

Reason 1: EUR 726/Semester Tuition (Cheapest Top-200 University
Globally)

Austria charges non-EU students just EUR 726.72/semester at all public universities (TU Wien, WU,
JKU Linz, TU Graz, University of Vienna, BOKU, etc.). That is EUR 1,453.44 per year, or about Rs
1.4 lakh annual tuition. Compare this to UK GBP 25,000+/year, USA USD 35,000+/year,
Netherlands EUR 11,000-22,000/year. Austrian public universities are world-class — TU Wien (#180
QS) sits in the same tier as many German TUs.

The reason: Austria deliberately keeps tuition fees low to attract international students who become
long-term residents/citizens. It is government policy.

Reason 2: 350+ English-Taught Master's Programs

Austria offers more English-taught programs than France, Italy, or Spain combined. The Austrian
government heavily invested in English-medium programs after 2010 specifically to attract
Indian/Chinese/lranian students. TU Wien alone has 30+ English MSc programs. JKU Linz pioneered
the Al MSc taught by Sepp Hochreiter (LSTM inventor) entirely in English. WU Vienna offers all MSc
Business programs in English.

Reason 3: 12 Austrian Universities in QS World Top 700

University QS 2026 Best For Indians

TU Wien (Vienna University of Technology) #180 Engineering, CS, Architecture, Quantum

WU Vienna University of Economics #~250 (Business: #50) Business, MBA, Finance, Economics



University QS 2026 Best For Indians

University of Vienna #137 Sciences, Humanities, Law, Bioinformatics
JKU Linz (Johannes Kepler University) #~400 Al (Sepp Hochreiter), CS, Industrial
TU Graz (Graz University of Technology) #~250 Engineering, Cybersecurity (IAIK)
University of Graz #400 Humanities, Law, Sciences
University of Innsbruck #288 Sciences, Quantum (Anton Zeilinger lab)
BOKU Vienna (Natural Resources) #600 Environmental Sciences, Forestry, Biotech
Medical University Vienna (MUW) #~270 (medical: #50) Medicine, Public Health, Research
MODUL University Vienna Top 100 hospitality Tourism, Hospitality, Sustainability

Reason 4: Red-White-Red Card Visa + Fast PR Pathway

After graduation, Austria gives you a 12-month "Job Seeker Visa" to find qualified employment.
Once you find a job paying EUR 32,000+ annually, you transition to the Red-White-Red Card
(Austria's premier skilled worker visa). Holders of this card can apply for permanent residency after 5
years — significantly faster than Germany's 8 years.

After 10 years of legal residence + B1 German + clean record, you become eligible for Austrian
citizenship and an EU passport.



Reason 5: Indian MS Graduates Earn EUR 50,000-90,000 Starting

Starting Salary INR Equivalent |After 5 Years

Software Engineer

(Bitpanda, Tricentis, Siemens) EUR 50-70K INR 47-66 lakh EUR 75-110K
(Magna Steyr, AVL List, BUW Steyr) EUR 50-65K INR47-61lakh  EUR 70-100K
E\)J?l(tg SA(I:iIE_BZE?A/\Iﬁ;nZ, ING Vienna) EUR 55-75K INR 52-70 lakh EUR 80-120K
(B;/US 2;?2(515/ Z’inlsglc,eErste Bank, OMV) EUR 50-65K INR 47-61 lakh EUR 80-115K
Consulting (McKinsey/BCG/Bain Vienna) EUR 65-85K + bonus INR 61-80 lakh EUR 110-160K
narma/ Blotech EUR 55-70K INR 52-66 lakh EUR 75-105K

(Boehringer Ingelheim, Sandoz, Takeda)

A 2-year MSc at TU Wien costs approximately INR 4-7 lakh total (excluding living). A first-year salary
of INR 50-60 lakh at Bitpanda or Erste Bank Vienna pays back the investment in less than 3 months.
Austria offers the BEST ROI of any Europe destination for Indian students.

Honest Reality Check

Austria IS the Right Choice If:
* You have CGPA 7.0+ and IELTS 6.5+ (TU Wien needs 6.5; some programs 7.0)
* You want absolute cheapest top-200 university (EUR 1,500/year tuition)
* You're open to learning A2-B1 German over your 2-year MSc
* Your family budget is INR 10-18 lakh total (including living)
* You're comfortable with paperwork (Austrian bureaucracy is real)

* You want PR pathway in 5 years with Red-White-Red Card

Austria is NOT the Right Choice If:
* You want zero tuition (Germany or Norway is better)
* You want huge MNC tech scale (Netherlands or Germany is better)
* Your IELTS is under 6.0 (Austrian universities reject this)
* You're unwilling to learn ANY German (will limit job prospects)

* You need warm weather year-round (Austrian winters are cold)



Chapter 2

TU Wien, WU, JKU, TU Graz & 9 More
Universities

Quick read: Austria has 22 public universities + 21 private institutions. TU Wien (#180) is #1 for
engineering. WU Vienna is #50 globally for business. JKU Linz is the Al hub (Sepp Hochreiter,
LSTM inventor). TU Graz is the cybersecurity powerhouse (IAIK lab, Spectre/Meltdown
discovery). University of Vienna is the largest (90,000 students).

Top 8 Universities for Indian Students — Detailed Profiles

1. TU Wien (Vienna University of Technology) — The Engineering Crown
Jewel

Founded in 1815, TU Wien is Austria's flagship technical university. Ranks #180 globally (QS 2026),
#66 in Engineering & Technology. Located in central Vienna. Currently 28,000+ students, including
200+ Indians. Strong in Computer Science (#107), Mechanical Engineering, Architecture, Quantum
Physics, and Data Science.

Metric TU Wien

QS World Rank 2026 #180

Tuition (non-EU Master's) EUR 726.72/semester (EUR 1,453/year)
English Master's programs 30+ programs across all faculties
Required IELTS 6.5 overall (no band below 5.5)
Required CGPA 7.0+ from accredited Indian universities
Application deadline (winter) September 5

Application deadline (summer) February 5

Strongest fields CS, Al, Architecture, Quantum, Mechanical Eng



Most popular Master's programs for Indians at TU Wien: MSc Software Engineering, MSc Data
Science, MSc Logic and Computation, MSc Embedded Systems, MSc Biomedical Engineering, MSc
Architecture (English), MSc Renewable Energy.

2. WU Vienna University of Economics — #50 European Business School

Founded 1898, WU Vienna is Austria's premier business school and ranks among the top 50
European business schools (Triple-accredited: EQUIS + AACSB + AMBA). Modern Zaha
Hadid-designed campus in Vienna. 23,000+ students.

Metric WU Vienna

Tuition (non-EU MBA) EUR 39,000 (full-time MBA)

Tuition (non-EU MSc) EUR 726.72/semester

English Master's programs 14 English-taught MSc + 3 MBA

Required IELTS 6.5

Required CGPA 7.0+ + GMAT 600+ (MBA)

Strongest fields Finance, International Mgmt (CEMS), Marketing, Quant Finance

3. JKU Linz — The Al Powerhouse

Johannes Kepler University Linz (JKU) was relatively unknown until Sepp Hochreiter (inventor of
LSTM neural networks) made it the Al capital of Europe. JKU's Institute for Machine Learning is now
one of the top 3 Al research labs in Europe. Tuition just EUR 726/semester.

» MSc Artificial Intelligence (English-taught, taught by Hochreiter and team)
* MSc Computer Science

* MSc Industrial Mathematics

* MSc Mechatronics

4. TU Graz — Cybersecurity Hub

TU Graz hosts IAIK (Institute of Applied Information Processing and Communications), the lab that
discovered the Spectre and Meltdown CPU vulnerabilities in 2018. World-class for cybersecurity,
information security, and embedded systems. EUR 726/semester tuition.

5. University of Vienna — Largest Austrian University



Founded 1365, the second-oldest university in the German-speaking world. 90,000+ students. Strong
in humanities, sciences, bioinformatics, statistics, and law. EUR 726/semester tuition.



6. BOKU Vienna (University of Natural Resources)

BOKU specializes in life sciences, environmental sciences, biotechnology, forestry, and agricultural
sciences. Top European choice for sustainability-focused Master's programs. EUR 726/semester
tuition. Located in Vienna.

7. Medical University Vienna (MUW)

MUW is Austria's flagship medical school, ranked among top 50 globally for medicine. Indian
students can pursue MD programs (highly competitive), PhD programs, and Master's in Public
Health, Medical Informatics, or Translational Research. Tuition EUR 726/semester for some
programs.

8. University of Innsbruck — Quantum Engineering

Home to Anton Zeilinger's quantum optics lab (Zeilinger won 2022 Nobel Physics Prize for quantum
teleportation). Top destination for MSc Quantum Engineering. Located in scenic Alpine Innsbruck.
EUR 726/semester.



Chapter 3

Real Cost: EUR 726/Semester + Living

Quick read: Austria charges all non-EU students (including Indians) just EUR 726.72/semester
(~EUR 1,453/year). Plus EUR 22.70 Student Union fee. Total ~EUR 750/semester. Living costs
EUR 800-1,200/month depending on city. Annual total: EUR 11,000-16,000 (Rs 10-15 lakh).
Austria is among the cheapest top-200 university destinations globally.

Tuition Breakdown

University Type

Per Semester

Per Year

2-Year Total

Public University (most students)

+ Student Union fee

Total Public

Private University (varies)

WU Vienna MBA

MODUL University (private)

EUR 726.72

EUR 22.70

EUR 749.42

EUR 5,000-15,000

EUR 5,500/sem

Living Costs by City (Monthly)

City

Rent

Food

EUR 1,453.44
EUR 45.40
EUR 1,498.84
EUR 10K-30K
EUR 39,000

EUR 11,000/yr

Transport

EUR 2,907
EUR 91
EUR 2,998
EUR 20K-60K
EUR 39,000 (1 year)

EUR 22,000

Total/mo

Vienna (capital)
Graz

Linz (JKU)
Salzburg

Innsbruck

EUR 450-650

EUR 350-500

EUR 350-450

EUR 400-550

EUR 400-550

EUR 200-250

EUR 180-220

EUR 180-220

EUR 200-250

EUR 200-250

EUR 50

EUR 35

EUR 50

EUR 50

EUR 50

EUR 800-1,000

EUR 700-850

EUR 700-850

EUR 800-950

EUR 800-950



City Rent Food Transport Total/mo

Klagenfurt EUR 300-450 EUR 170-200 EUR 35 EUR 650-800

Total Cost of 2-Year Master's at TU Wien

Cost Item Per Year 2-Year Total
Tuition (EUR 726.72/sem) EUR 1,453 EUR 2,907
Student Union + fees EUR 80 EUR 160
Health insurance (mandatory) EUR 660 EUR 1,320
Living (Vienna avg EUR 900/mo) EUR 10,800 EUR 21,600
Personal + books + transport pass EUR 1,800 EUR 3,600
Flight tickets (4 trips home) — EUR 2,000
One-time visa + setup costs — EUR 800
<b>GRAND TOTAL</b> <b>~EUR 15,000</b><b>~EUR 32,000 (Rs 30 lakh)</b>

Austria delivers the LOWEST 2-year Master's total cost among top-200 university
destinations. Compare: TU Delft Netherlands Rs 50-60L, Imperial College London Rs 80-90L, USA
Rs 80L-1Cr.



Chapter 4

Ernst Mach + Marshall Plan + 8 Other
Scholarships

Quick read: Austria has 10+ scholarship programs accessible to Indians. Ernst Mach Grant
OeAD (EUR 1,150/month + tuition waiver). Marshall Plan Scholarship (EUR 12K research).
ASEA-UNINET (DAAD-equivalent). University-specific: TU Wien Excellence, WU Scholarships,
University of Vienna Bilateral. Erasmus Mundus joint programs at JKU/TU Wien.

Top 10 Scholarships for Indian Students

1. Ernst Mach Grant (OeAD) — Most Prestigious

Awarded by OeAD (Austrian Agency for International Cooperation in Education and Research). Open
to non-EU Master's and PhD students. Covers EUR 1,150/month (Master's) or EUR 1,260/month
(PhD) + tuition waiver + travel allowance + health insurance + accommodation help. ~250
awards/year total, ~10-15 for Indians.

Detail Ernst Mach Grant

Amount EUR 1,150/mo Master / EUR 1,260/mo PhD + tuition + travel
Duration 1-9 months Master / 4-9 months PhD

Eligibility Indian residents pursuing Master's/PhD at Austrian uni
Application OeAD portal (scholarships.at)

Deadline March 1 (annual)

CGPA equivalent 8.0+/10 typically

2. Marshall Plan Scholarship — Research Focus

Funded by the Austrian Marshall Plan Foundation. Awards EUR 10,000-15,000 for Master's thesis
research conducted at an Austrian university (often in partnership with a US institution). Apply by
March 1 via marshallplan.at.



3. ASEA-UNINET — Asia-Europe Network

ASEA-UNINET is a network of European and Asian universities. Indian students can apply for short
research stays in Austria (1-6 months) with stipends of EUR 1,150/month + travel + insurance.
Applications via your Indian home university's international office.

4. Eurasia-Pacific Uninet — PhD Focus

For Indian PhD candidates conducting research at Austrian universities. EUR 1,260/month for up to 9
months. Apply via eurasiapacific.com.

5. TU Wien Excellence Scholarship

TU Wien offers EUR 8,000 to outstanding international Master's applicants. Apply through TU Wien
Online by March 15.

6. WU Vienna Excellence Scholarship

WU Vienna offers EUR 5,000-10,000 partial scholarships for non-EU MSc and MBA students. Apply
with admission application.

7. University of Vienna Bilateral Scholarships

University of Vienna offers exchange-based bilateral grants with select Indian universities. Check via
your home university's international office.

8. Erasmus Mundus Joint Master's at Austrian Universities

Several Erasmus Mundus joint Master's programs are coordinated by or include Austrian universities
(TU Wien, JKU Linz, University of Vienna). Full scholarships of EUR 14,400/year + travel +
insurance. Examples: MSc Big Data Management (JKU), MSc Industrial Mathematics (TU Wien),
MSc Environmental Sciences (BOKU).

9. Inlaks Shivdasani Foundation

Indian Mumbai-based foundation funds Indian students at top European universities including TU
Wien and WU Vienna. Awards up to USD 100,000. Apply by April 1 at inlaksfoundation.org.

10. KC Mahindra Scholarship

Indian KC Mahindra Education Trust funds Indian students at European universities. EUR
5,000-15,000 grants. Apply by January 31.



Application Process: TU Wien, WU,
JKU Direct

Quick read: Austrian universities don't use a central portal. You apply directly on each
university's online system. TU Wien uses TUWEL/TUWonline portal. WU Vienna uses LPIS
Application portal. JKU uses KUSSS. Most deadlines: September 5 (winter intake) and February
5 (summer intake).

Standard Document Checklist (All Universities)

» Bachelor's degree certificate + all transcripts (apostilled + German translation if not English)
* IELTS Academic 6.5+ overall (no band below 5.5) or TOEFL iBT 88+

 Statement of Purpose / Motivation Letter (1-2 pages)

* 2 Letters of Recommendation (academic preferred)

* CV / Resume (Europass format preferred)

 Passport photo + valid Indian passport (6+ months validity)

« Specific portfolio for design/architecture programs

* GMAT/GRE for some specialized MSc programs (varies)

* Nostrification (recognition of Indian degree) — handled by university after admission

TU Wien Application — Step by Step

. Visit TU Wien Online application portal at tuwien.at/en/studies/applications. Create account.
. Choose Master's program(s). You can apply to multiple programs.

. Upload all documents (transcripts, degree, IELTS, SOP, LORs, passport).

. No application fee for most Master's programs.

. Submit by September 5 (winter intake) or February 5 (summer intake).

. Wait for decision: 8-12 weeks. Some programs interview.

. Receive Letter of Admission via TU Wien portal.

0o N o o b~ N P

. Apply for Austrian student visa at VFS Austria India.



WU Vienna Application — Step by Step

1. Visit WU online application: wu.ac.at/en/students/applications
2. Select MBA, MSc, or PhD program.

3. Upload all required documents + apostilled transcripts.

4. Pay application fee (EUR 50 for MBA programs only).

5. Submit by April 30 for September intake (MBA varies).

6. Wait for decision: 6-10 weeks.



Chapter 6

Austria Student Visa: Visa D via VFS

Quick read: Austria issues a Visa D for students staying 90+ days. Apply via VFS Austria India
after admission letter. Processing: 8-12 weeks. Documents include admission letter,
accommodation proof, EUR 13,217 financial proof for 12 months, and apostilled degree
certificate. Visa fee EUR 150.

Step-by-Step Visa Application
1. Get your Letter of Admission from Austrian university.

2. Book VFS Austria appointment at vfsglobal.com/austria/india. Centers in Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Bangalore, Hyderabad, Ahmedabad, Pune.

3. Gather all documents (full list below).

4. Submit financial proof: EUR 13,217 in your Austrian frozen account OR bank statement
showing equivalent in Indian bank for 6+ months OR sponsorship from Austrian guarantor.

5. Get apostille on Bachelor's degree + transcripts via Indian state authority + MEA.
6. Pay visa fee: EUR 150 (Rs 14,000 approx) + VFS service charge.

7. Attend biometrics at VFS center.

8. Wait for decision: 8-12 weeks. Visa stamped in passport.

9. Travel to Austria within visa validity (90 days after issue).

10. Within 3 days of arrival: Register Meldezettel at local district office (this is mandatory in
Austria).

Complete Visa Document Checklist

« Valid Indian passport (6+ months remaining + 2 blank pages)

* Visa D application form (printed from VFS website)

* 2 recent passport-size photos (35x45mm, white background)

* Austrian university admission letter (original + 2 copies)

« Accommodation proof in Austria (rental contract OR OeAD student housing allocation)

« Financial proof: EUR 13,217 in bank OR sponsor declaration + 6-month bank statement

« Indian Bachelor's degree certificate + transcripts (apostilled + German translation)



Birth certificate (apostilled)

Police clearance certificate (PCC from Indian police)

Medical certificate (issued by IOM-recognized clinic in India)

Health insurance covering Austria (EUR 30,000+ coverage for travel period)
Cover letter explaining study plan + Austrian connection

Return ticket OR booking confirmation



Chapter 7

First 30 Days in Austria: Meldezettel +
Bank + Insurance

Quick read: Within 3 days of arrival, register at your district office (Meldezettel — mandatory!).
Open a bank account at Erste Bank, Bank Austria, or BAWAG. Register for Austrian student
health insurance (~EUR 60/month). Get e-card (health card).

Day-by-Day Arrival Checklist
1. Day 1-2: Arrive in Austria. Vienna airport (VIE) is the main gateway. Take train to your city
(Graz 2.5h, Linz 1.5h, Salzburg 3h, Innsbruck 4h).

2. Day 1-3: Move into accommodation. OeAD assigns student dorms (apply 6 months ahead!);
otherwise check WG-Gesucht.at or Studenten.at.

3. Day 1-3: Register Meldezettel at Magistratisches Bezirksamt (Vienna) or local Bezirksamt
(other cities). MANDATORY within 3 working days. Required: passport + visa + lease + filled
Meldezettel form.

4. Day 3-10: Open bank account at Erste Bank, Bank Austria, or BAWAG PSK. Required:
passport + Meldezettel + university letter + cash for initial deposit.

5. Day 5-15: Register for student health insurance with OEGK (OE Gesundheitskasse). Fee
~EUR 60/month for students. Receive e-card.

6. Day 15-30: Visit Magistratisches Bezirksamt for residence permit (Aufenthaltsbewilligung) —
convert your D visa to a 12-month residence permit. Fee EUR 160.

7. Day 7-15: Get Austrian SIM (A1, Magenta, Drei). EUR 10-20/month for student plans.

8. Day 15-30: Buy annual public transport pass: Vienna Wiener Linien Klimaticket Annual EUR
365 covers all of Austria, OR EUR 75/year just Vienna.

9. Day 15-30: University orientation week + course registration via student portal.



Chapter 8

Where to Live: Vienna, Graz, Salzburg,
Innsbruck, Linz

Quick read: Vienna (most jobs, EUR 450-650/mo room), Graz (lively, EUR 350-500), Linz (JKU
Al hub, EUR 350-450), Salzburg (Mozart's city, EUR 400-550), Innsbruck (Alpine + quantum,
EUR 400-550). Always apply for OeAD student housing 6 months before arrival.

City-by-City Indian Student Guide

Vienna — Capital + Most Jobs

Vienna is Austria's political and economic capital with 2 million residents. Home to TU Wien, WU
Vienna, University of Vienna, BOKU, MUW, and 30+ private universities. 7,000+ Indians live in
Vienna (mostly students + IT professionals + diplomats at UN headquarters).

* Best areas: 1st (Innere Stadt - central), 4th (Wieden, near TU Wien), 9th (Alsergrund near
University of Vienna), 22nd (Donaustadt - cheaper)

* Rent: EUR 450-650/mo for student room or shared apartment (WG)

¢ Indian community: Hindu Mandir Vienna (Roopuriya), Sikh Gurudwara, 30+ Indian restaurants,
Indian groceries in Brunnenmarkt

» Best months: April-October for outdoor cafes, Christmas markets in December

Graz — University Town

Graz is Austria's second-largest city (300,000 residents). Home to TU Graz (engineering
powerhouse), University of Graz, and Medical University Graz. Known for "City of Design,” UNESCO
World Heritage Old Town, and student-friendly atmosphere.

* Best areas: Inner Stadt (central), Geidorf (near University)

* Rent: EUR 350-500/mo
¢ Indian community: 800+ Indians, small Hindu community, Indian groceries available

Linz— JKU Al Hub

Linz hosts JKU (Johannes Kepler University), Austria's Al capital due to Sepp Hochreiter's presence.
Also strong industrial economy (Voestalpine steel). Quieter than Vienna but rapidly growing tech
scene.



Best areas: Urfahr (near JKU), city center
Rent: EUR 350-450/mo
Indian community: 400+ Indians at JKU + Voestalpine

Salzburg is Mozart's birthplace and a UNESCO World Heritage site. Home to Mozarteum
(music/arts), Paris Lodron University, and a famous summer music festival. Smaller and more historic
feel than Vienna.

Innsbruck is the Alpine capital and home to University of Innsbruck (top European destination for
guantum physics with Nobel laureate Anton Zeilinger). Skiing, hiking, and Alpine lifestyle.



Chapter 9

German Language: When You Need It
(Mostly Not)

Quick read: You do NOT need German for your Master's degree if you choose an English-taught
program (350+ available). BUT to get an Austrian work permit / PR / citizenship, you DO need to
demonstrate B1 German proficiency. Plan to learn A2-B1 German during your studies — most
universities offer free or cheap German courses.

German Requirements by Stage

Stage German Required
English-taught Master's NONE (350+ programs available)
German-taught Master's C1 minimum
Internship (English companies) NONE
Internship (Austrian companies) B1 helpful
Full-time job (multinational) B1+ preferred
Red-White-Red Card (work visa) Al minimum (B1 for some categories)
Permanent residency B1 mandatory
Austrian citizenship B1-B2 mandatory

Best Resources to Learn German in Austria
* University German Centers — TU Wien Sprachenzentrum, University of Vienna
Sprachenzentrum offer A1-C1 German EUR 200-400/semester

*+ OeAD German Summer School — Intensive 4-week course before semester starts, EUR
1,000-1,500

» Goethe-Institut Vienna / Salzburg — Industry-standard German, EUR 500-700/course



OSD (Austrian German tests) — Cheaper than Goethe (EUR 70-130/test). Accepted for
visa/PR.

Duolingo + Memrise apps — Free vocabulary basics

VHS Volkshochschule — Community college German courses EUR 150-300/semester (very
affordable)

Tandem partners — Free language exchange with native speakers via university clubs



Chapter 10

Career After Master's in Austria

Quick read: Austria offers 12-month job-seeker visa post-graduation. Top employers: Siemens
Austria, OMV, Voestalpine, Magna Steyr, AVL List, BMW Steyr, Boehringer Ingelheim, Erste
Bank, Red Bull, UN headquarters, OPEC, IAEA. Average starting salary EUR 50,000-90,000 (Rs

47-85 lakh).

Top 30 Employers for Indian Graduates in Austria

Sector Top Employers
Tech (Vienna) Bitpanda, Tricentis, Dynatrace, A1 Group
Industrial Siemens, OMV, Voestalpine, Magna, AVL, BMW Steyr
Banking + Finance Erste Bank, BAWAG PSK, Raiffeisen, ING
Pharma + Biotech Boehringer Ingelheim, Takeda, Sandoz, Sanofi
Consulting McKinsey, BCG, Bain, Deloitte, Roland Berger
Energy OMV (ail), Verbund (hydro), Wien Energie

International Orgs (Vienna HQ) UN, OPEC, IAEA, OSCE, World Bank

Auto / Mobility Magna Steyr, AVL List, BMW Steyr
Consumer Goods Red Bull, Wolford, Swarovski
Aerospace Frequentis (Air Traffic Control)

Salary Negotiation Tips for Indian Graduates

Avg Salary
EUR 50-75K
EUR 50-70K
EUR 50-65K
EUR 55-70K
EUR 65-85K + bonus
EUR 55-70K
EUR 65-95K (tax-free)
EUR 50-65K
EUR 50-65K

EUR 55-70K

* Austrian tax: 35-50% marginal (similar to Germany). Employer also pays social security.

 Always ask for gross + 13th and 14th month salary (Austrian standard, paid summer +

Christmas)

* Lunch vouchers / meal allowance (EUR 8/day tax-free) — standard worth EUR 1,800/year



Klimaticket (annual public transport pass EUR 365) — many employers reimburse
EU tax-free salaries at UN, OPEC, IAEA, OSCE — game-changer for take-home

Negotiate stock options, relocation allowance, German language training as separate items



Chapter 11

Red-White-Red Card + PR + EU
Citizenship

Quick read: After Master's graduation, apply for 12-month Job Seeker Visa. Once you find a
qualifying job (~EUR 32,000+ salary), transition to Red-White-Red Card (Austria's premier skilled
worker visa). PR eligible after 5 years on RWR Card. Citizenship after 10 years residence + Bl
German.

The 5-Year Indian Student to Austrian PR Pathway

1. Year 1-2 (Master's degree): Complete TU Wien / WU Vienna / JKU Linz MSc with student
visa (Aufenthaltsbewilligung Studierende).

2. Year 2 (Job Search): Apply for 12-month Job Seeker Visa immediately after graduation. Find
a qualifying job paying EUR 32,000+ (or EUR 55,000+ for EU Blue Card).

3. Year 3 (Red-White-Red Card): With job offer, apply for Red-White-Red Card (for "Very Highly
Quialified Workers" or "Shortage Occupations" or "Other Key Workers"). Score 70/100 points
(graduates of Austrian uni get bonus 25-30 points).

4. Year 3-5 (Working): Build career in Austria. Learn German to B1 (mandatory for PR). Pay
taxes, integrate into society.

5. Year 5 (PR): Apply for permanent residence (Daueraufenthalt EU). Requires 5 years legal
residence + B1 German + sufficient income + no criminal record.

Path to Austrian Citizenship (EU Passport)
« Minimum 10 years legal residence (typically) OR 6 years for exceptional cases (excellent
integration)
* B1 German language proficiency (mandatory)
* Stable income for 3+ years
« Clean criminal record
» Pass integration test (citizenship test on Austrian history/values)

* Renounce previous citizenship (Austria does NOT allow dual citizenship for naturalized
citizens, with rare exceptions)

* Total cost of citizenship application: EUR 700-1,500

* EU passport benefits: Visa-free to 190+ countries, EU work/study/live rights



Chapter 12

50 Real Questions, Real Answers

These are the most common questions Indian families ask me about Austria. Quick,
specific, no fluff.

Q: Is Austriareally only EUR 726/semester?
A: Yes! That is the actual rate for ALL non-EU students (including Indians) at all public Austrian
universities. Plus EUR 22.70 student union fee per semester. Total ~EUR 750/semester. This is
government policy to attract international students.

Q: Why is Austria cheaper than Germany?

A: Both are similar — Germany is FREE for most public universities while Austria charges EUR
1,453/year. Austria's tuition is intentionally low to attract students. Combined with cost of living,
total Austria 2-year MSc cost ~Rs 30 lakh vs Germany ~Rs 25 lakh. Practically equivalent.

Q: Is German mandatory for Master's?

A: NO for English-taught programs (350+ available). YES for German-taught programs. We
strongly recommend learning A2-B1 German DURING your Master's to maximize job
opportunities.

Q: How is the Austrian visa process for Indians?
A: Visa D processing is 8-12 weeks (slower than Germany 6-8 weeks). Approval rate 90%+ for
genuine students with complete documents. Apply via VFS Austria in 9 Indian cities.

Q: Can I work part-time as an Austrian student?

A: Yes, up to 20 hours/week during semester, full-time during holidays. EUR 10-15/hour typical for
student jobs (retail, restaurants, libraries). EUR 600-1,000/month earning possible.

Q: Is Vienna safer than other European cities?

A: Yes — Vienna ranks #2 maost liveable city globally (Economist Intelligence Unit 2025).
Extremely low crime. Indian community in Vienna is supportive and active.

Q: How long does the Austrian student visa take?
A: 8-12 weeks. Apply 3-4 months before intended travel. VFS biometrics takes 1 hour.

Q: What's the salary range for Indian Software Engineers?

A: Starting EUR 50-70K (Rs 47-66 lakh). With 5 years experience EUR 75-110K. Vienna pays
10-15% more than other Austrian cities.

Q: Can my spouse work in Austria?



A: Yes — spouses join on Family Reunification visa. After 6 months, can work full-time. After 12
months, can change to independent worker status.

: Will my Indian degree be recognized?

A: Yes — Austrian universities accept Indian Bachelor's from UGC-accredited universities. Most
[IT/NIT/BITS/state government universities are accepted directly. Some lesser-known privates
may require nostrification.

: What's the difference between TU Wien and TU Graz?

A: TU Wien is older, larger, in capital Vienna, ranked higher (#180 vs ~#250). Better for
Architecture, Computer Science, Quantum. TU Graz is smaller, in Graz, specialized in
Cybersecurity (IAIK lab) and Industrial Engineering. Cost of living lower in Graz.

: Can | get scholarships at TU Wien?

A: Yes — Ernst Mach Grant OeAD (EUR 1,150/month), TU Wien Excellence Scholarship (EUR
8,000), Erasmus Mundus joint Master's. Apply by March 1 for most.

: What about MBA in Austria?

A: WU Vienna offers full-time MBA (EUR 39,000) — ranked top 50 Europe by FT. Smaller and
cheaper than INSEAD/HEC. Strong on EU+CEE markets focus.

. Is Austria good for PhD?

A: Yes — Austria has world-class PhD programs at IST Austria (top research institute, EUR
2,200/month stipend), TU Wien, University of Vienna, Boehringer Ingelheim PhD Programme, JKU
Al Lab. PhD students are employees (paid EUR 2,200-2,800/month tax-free) — not students
paying tuition.

: Will Indian MBBS work for Austrian medical practice?

A: No. Indian MBBS requires extensive revalidation + Austrian medical exams (German required).
Most Indian doctors choose other European destinations for medicine.

: How is the food in Austria?

A: Vienna has 100+ Indian restaurants. Indian groceries available at Brunnenmarkt and
Vietnamese-Indian grocery chains. Austrian cuisine (Wiener Schnitzel, Sachertorte) is excellent.
Vegetarian options widely available.

: How do | find OeAD housing in Vienna?

A: Apply via oead-housing.at IMMEDIATELY after admission. Vienna has 17 OeAD dorms (EUR
320-450/month). Otherwise check WG-Gesucht.at, Studenten.at, or use OeAD-mediated dorms.

: Can | bring my pet?
A: Yes — EU pet passport required, EU vet certificate, microchip, rabies vaccination, blood test.
Process takes 3-4 months. Cats and dogs both eligible.

. Is OeAD different from DAAD?

A: OeAD is Austrian counterpart to Germany's DAAD. Same role: scholarships, exchange
programs, housing. OeAD = Osterreichischer Austauschdienst = Austrian Exchange Service.



Q:

Q:

Q:

Q:

What's the climate like?

A: Austria has continental climate: cold winters (Vienna avg -1°C in January), warm summers (avg
25°C in July). Snow common in winter mountains. Pack warm coat, boots.

: How is integration for non-EU students?

A: Austria is welcoming but more reserved than Netherlands. Indians integrate via Indian student
associations, university clubs, language tandems. B1 German makes huge difference.

: What is Klimaticket?

A: Klimaticket is Austria's annual public transport pass — EUR 365/year covers ALL
trains/buses/trams across Austria. Game-changer for student mobility. WU Vienna and TU Wien
students get discount.

: Can | do internship during Master's?

A: Yes — most Austrian Master's programs include mandatory or optional internship semester.
Austrian companies pay interns EUR 1,200-1,800/month. Excellent path to pre-graduation job
offers.

. Is there international community at TU Wien?

A: 40% of TU Wien students are international. 200+ Indians at TU Wien specifically. Indian
Students Association very active.

: What's the GPA conversion?

A: Indian 60% = Austrian 2.5/5 (Befriedigend). Indian 70% = 2/5 (Gut). Indian 80%+ = 1/5 (Sehr
Gut). Most programs need 60%-+ minimum.

: Can | do MBA at WU and get tech job after?

A: Yes — WU MBA graduates land at Microsoft Austria, Google, Bitpanda, Tricentis. Starting EUR
75-95K+ post-MBA.

: How is Vienna for women safety?

A: Extremely safe. Vienna ranks #1 globally for women safety (Numbeolndex 2025). Walking
alone at night in central Vienna is common and safe.

: What insurance do | need in Austria?

A: Health insurance is MANDATORY. Two options: (1) Austrian OEGK statutory student insurance
EUR 60/month, or (2) Private insurance (BAWAG, Generali) EUR 50-80/month. Universities verify
at enrollment.

Can | appeal a visa rejection?

A: Yes — file appeal at Austrian Constitutional Court within 4 weeks. Success rate 40-60% with
legal support. We help students through the process.

How early should | start applying?

A: Start research 18 months before intended intake. Apply to universities by September 5 (winter)
or February 5 (summer). Apply for visa 3-4 months before travel.

Is Vienna expensive vs Berlin?



A: Vienna is similar to Berlin (EUR 800-1,000/month total). Both cheaper than Munich or
Amsterdam. Salzburg and Innsbruck are 10-15% more expensive than Vienna.

Q: How is Austrian work culture?

A: Direct, efficient, hierarchical. Punctuality essential (5 min early = on time). Formal address until
invited to use first names. Strong work-life balance (most leave office 17:00).

Q: Will Austrian degrees be recognized in India?

A: Yes. Recognized via WES + AlU lists. TU Wien degree highly valued at TCS Vienna,
Capgemini Austria, Infosys Vienna for those returning. EUR 25-40 lakh INR starting on return to
India.

Q: Can |l drive with Indian license?

A: For first 6 months. After that, must convert to Austrian/EU license. Process costs EUR 60-100 +
theoretical and practical test.

Q: Are there many other Indians in Austria?

A: 12,000+ Indians nationwide. Vienna (7,000+), Graz (800+), Linz (400+). Active student
associations and Hindu/Sikh community.

Q: Is IELTS 6.0 enough for Austrian universities?

A: NO. Minimum is 6.5 overall (no band below 5.5) for most universities. Some programs (TU
Wien Architecture) want 7.0.

Q: What about Hindu temple in Austria?

A: Vienna has Hindu Mandir Wien (HHM, Roopuriya), Salzburg has small mandir at Mozart's
birthplace neighborhood. Indian community active in religious + cultural events.

Q: How to find an apartment in Vienna?

A: Apply OeAD 6 months ahead. Otherwise WG-Gesucht.at, Studenten.at, Facebook groups. EUR
450-650/mo for room. Apartments need 2-3 month deposit upfront.

Q: Can I do MS at TU Wien without GRE?

A: Yes — most TU Wien Master's don't require GRE. Some specialized programs (Quantum, Data
Science) may request it. Always check program website.

Q: What about Indian wedding in Austria?

A: Possible via Vienna Hindu Mandir or community gatherings. Some Indian weddings happen at
Schloss locations in Vienna. Civil registration at Standesamt.

Q: How is the German university partnership?

A: Many Austrian universities have exchange agreements with German unis (LMU, TU Munich,
RWTH Aachen, FU Berlin). Indian students can do 1 semester in Germany during Austrian
Master's.

Q: Can | switch from Austrian student visa to work visa?

A: Yes — after graduation, apply for 12-month Job Seeker Visa. Once you find qualifying job,
switch to Red-White-Red Card.



Q: What's the Indian diaspora like in Austria?

A: 12,000+ Indians (students + IT + diplomats at UN/OPEC/IAEA). Active Openindia Austria
community. Vienna has 30+ Indian restaurants and 5+ Indian grocery shops.

Q: How is the Austrian university calendar?

A: Winter semester: October to early February. Summer semester: March to early July. 2 main
intake periods: October (most common) and March.

Q: Is BOKU good for environmental sciences?

A: Yes — BOKU is among top 50 Europe for life sciences, environmental sciences, biotech.
Strong Indian alumni network at sustainability NGOs and EU agencies.

Q: Can | get Schengen visa with Austrian student visa?

A: Yes — Austrian student visa allows travel to all Schengen countries. Plan European travel
during semester breaks (most students visit 8-12 countries during 2-year Master's).

Q: How is the food cost monthly for Indian students?

A: Cooking at home: EUR 150-200/month. Eating out 2x/week: add EUR 80-100. Indian restaurant
weekly: add EUR 60. Total realistic food: EUR 250-300/month.

Q: Will Austrian work experience be valued in India?

A: Highly valued, especially from Vienna IT (Bitpanda, Tricentis), industrial (Siemens, Magna), or
banking (Erste Bank). 2-3 years Austrian experience adds 30-50% premium over Indian-only
resumes.

Q: What if | want to apply for German Master's with Austrian background?

A: Many of our students do 1-year Master's in Austria, then PhD in Germany — Austrian MSc is
recognized at all German universities. Vice versa for German BSc to Austrian MSc.

Q: Is Austria a good FIRST European country to choose?
A: Yes. Austria is more affordable than Switzerland, more international than Italy, less competitive
than Germany. For first Europe move, Austria is excellent. Many of our Indian alumni recommend
starting here.



Bonus 1

12-Month Application Roadmap to
Austria

Use this roadmap if you're aiming for October 2026 intake. Print it. Pin it on your wall. Cross
off each step.

Month-by-Month Action Plan

October 2025 — Research Phase

« Shortlist 5 Austrian universities + programs from TU Wien, WU Vienna, JKU, TU Graz,
University of Vienna

* Read program brochures, course curriculum, faculty profiles
¢ Calculate total cost (EUR 12K-32K for 2-year MSc)

 Decide budget approach: self-fund OR education loan OR scholarship

November 2025 — Test Registration
 Register for IELTS Academic or TOEFL iBT
« Start IELTS prep (target 7.0 for TU Wien/WU Vienna)
» Begin SOP draft — each program needs customized version
» Reach out to 2 potential recommenders

December 2025 - January 2026 — Documentation
» Take IELTS test
» Request transcripts from your Indian university (allow 2-3 weeks)
 Get apostilled translations of all documents
* Update CV in Europass format

* Get LORs from recommenders

February - May 2026 — Application Window
» Submit applications by Feb 5 (summer) or by September 5 (winter)
* Apply for scholarships (Ernst Mach by March 1, university scholarships by March 15)

» Wait for admission decisions (6-12 weeks per university)



* Have at least 1 backup country

June - July 2026 — Visa Application
* Receive admission letter
» Accept admission within 14 days
» Open frozen account OR arrange financial sponsor
* Book VFS Austria appointment

» Submit visa application + biometrics

August - September 2026 — Pre-Departure
* Receive visa decision (8-12 weeks)
 Book flight to Vienna or your university city
* Apply for OeAD student housing

* Buy international SIM for emergencies

October 2026 — Arrival
¢ Fly to Vienna, take train to your university city
» Day 1-3: Settle in, register Meldezettel
» Day 3-30: Open bank account, get health insurance, attend orientation

* Begin Master's journey!



Bonus 2

Austrian SOP Template

This is a real SOP framework that helped one of our students secure TU Wien MSc
Software Engineering admission. Customize each section to your story.

SOP Structure (600-900 words)

Paragraph 1: The Hook (100 words)

Open with a specific anecdote demonstrating your passion. Example: "During my final-year BTech
project, | built a real-time defect detection system for a manufacturing line at Bosch Bangalore that
reduced inspection time by 73%. That moment crystallized my fascination with embedded systems
and applied Al — specifically, how edge computing can transform industrial processes. My ambition
to study MSc Embedded Systems at TU Wien flows directly from this experience.”

Paragraph 2: Academic Foundation (150-200 words)

Recap your Bachelor's journey as intellectual growth. Mention key courses, projects, papers.
Example: "My BTech in Computer Science from NIT Trichy provided strong foundations in algorithms
(CGPA 8.4), but it was my final-year thesis on hardware accelerators for CNNs that exposed me to
FPGA-level optimization — directly aligning with TU Wien's Embedded Computing Systems
specialization..."

Paragraph 3: Professional Experience (150-200 words)

Highlight 1-2 work experiences with measurable impact. Example: "At Texas Instruments Bangalore
(July 2024 to present), | work as an embedded systems engineer designing ARM-based industrial
controllers for European automotive OEMs. | led the firmware design for a Magna Steyr controller that
achieved 45% lower power consumption than previous generation. This hands-on industrial
experience makes me uniquely prepared for TU Wien's Embedded Systems specialization under
Prof. Christoph Kirsch..."

Paragraph 4: Why This Specific Program at TU Wien (200 words)

THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT PARAGRAPH. Show deep research. Example: "What draws me
specifically to TU Wien's MSc Embedded Systems is the Real-Time Systems Group led by Prof.
Peter Puschner. His recent work on Time-Predictable Computing (T-CREST architecture) directly
addresses challenges | encountered in my industrial work — making timing analysis predictable at
the hardware level. Course VU 184.728 'Real-Time Systems' would deepen my understanding of



WCET analysis that | have only briefly explored at Texas Instruments..."

Briefly explain your choice. Mention TU Wien's top-200 ranking, Vienna's position as Europe's
embedded systems hub (Frequentis, Magna Steyr, AVL List nearby), opportunity to learn German for
European industry careers, multicultural Vienna atmosphere.

Articulate 5-year vision honestly. Example: "Post-MSc, | aim to work 3-4 years at an Austrian
embedded systems firm — ideally at Magna Steyr or AVL List — to deepen my expertise in
automotive electronics. By 2031, | plan to return to India or launch a deep-tech startup focused on
industrial 10T for Indian manufacturing. TU Wien's industry network would be the catalyst for this
trajectory.”



Sample Email to a TU Wien Professor

Use this template to reach out to a professor before applying — significantly improves
admission chances for research-track Master's.

Email Template

Subject: Prospective MSc Applicant: Research Interest in [Specific Topic] at TU Wien Dear
Professor [Last Name], | hope this email finds you well. My name is [Your Name], and | am a
final-year BTech Computer Science student at [Your Indian University], graduating in May 2027 with
a current CGPA of 8.4/10. | am writing because | am deeply interested in applying for the MSc
Computer Science (or Embedded Systems, etc.) program at TU Wien for October 2027, with the
intention of conducting my Master's thesis under your supervision in [Specific Research Area]. | have
followed your recent work on [Specific Paper/Project Name], particularly the [Specific
Concept/Algorithm]. Your 2025 paper at [Top Venue] on [Title] inspired my own final-year project on
[Related Topic at Your University], where | [Brief Project Description and Result]. | have attached: 1.
My CV (Europass format) 2. My BTech transcripts (through 6th semester) 3. A 1-page summary of
my final-year thesis 4. Two relevant research papers | co-authored | would be honored to learn
whether you would consider supervising my Master's thesis if | am admitted, and whether there are
any prerequisite courses or readings you would recommend | review before starting at TU Wien. |
have already attended one of your TU Wien online lectures on [Specific Topic] and was particularly
struck by your point about [Specific Insight]. This aligns with my research interest in [Brief
Explanation]. | would be grateful for any feedback or guidance you might offer. Thank you for your
time and consideration. Warm regards, [Your Full Name] [Email] | [LinkedIn URL] | [GitHub/Portfolio
URL] [Indian University Name] | BTech CS (Final Year, Graduating May 2027) [Phone with +91
country code]

Send 3-4 months BEFORE the formal application deadline (May-June for September
application)

Allow 2-3 weeks for response — Austrian professors are busy
If no response in 3 weeks, send ONE follow-up. After that, move on.

Send to maximum 3 professors per university to avoid being seen as spamming



How Kadamb Overseas Can Help You

You've just read 56 pages of honest, brutally specific information about studying in Austria. Most
"study abroad consultants” don't share even 5% of this depth because they're too focused on
commission-driven country recommendations.

At Kadamb Overseas, we do things differently:

FREE 30-minute counselling call with Saumitra Rajput (Founder, 14+ years Europe expertise)
ZERO registration fee — we earn from university partnerships, not from you
Personalized country shortlisting — we'll honestly tell you if Austria is right for YOUR profile

Direct partnerships with TU Wien, WU Vienna, JKU Linz, TU Graz, University of Vienna,
BOKU, MUW

FREE IELTS / PTE coaching included with our admission service

SOP review by Europe-experienced writers

Application + visa support end-to-end (including apostille assistance)

Education loan structuring with our SBI / HDFC / Axis / Avanse / Prodigy partners
Pre-departure briefing covering accommodation, banking, Meldezettel, OeAD
Post-landing 90-day support in Austria

Alumni mentor connection — you'll be paired with an Indian student already at your chosen
Austrian university

Ready to take the next step?

WhatsApp Saumitra directly at +91 99133 33239 with a brief intro: your CGPA, BTech / BSc /
BCom field, target intake year, and budget. He will personally review your profile and reply within
24 hours.

Visit kadamboverseas.com for full services, alumni stories, and 100+ blog posts on Austrian
education specifically.

Office: 601 MV House, Near Namaste Circle, Shahabad, Ahmedabad 380006. Walk-ins welcome
Monday-Saturday, 10 AM to 7 PM.

This guide is intellectual property of Kadamb Overseas Pvt. Ltd. © 2026. Free to share with attribution. May not be
republished without permission.



